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Protected Resources Committee
Wilmington, NC
December 3, 2013

The Protected Resources Committee of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
convened in the Cape Fear Ballroom of the Hilton Wilmington Riverside Hotel, Wilmington,
North Carolina, December 3, 2013, and was called to order at 9:47 o’clock a.m. by Chairman
David Cupka.

MR. CUPKA: I would like to call the Protected Resources Committee to order. The first order
of business is the approval of the agenda. Are there any additions to our agenda? Seeing none;
then our agenda is approved. Next is the approval of the September 2013 Protected Resources
Committee Meeting Minutes. Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes? Seeing
none; then those minutes are approved.

Next is an update on ongoing consultations. You will recall that we have two formal
consultations underway. The first deals with coastal migratory pelagics and was triggered when
some of the distinct population segments or Atlantic sturgeon were classified as endangered
under the Endangered Species Act. The second one has to do with the southeast shrimp
fisheries; it includes both the Gulf and the South Atlantic. It is to examine the effects of
skimmer trawls without TEDs.

You will recall that the council asked for updates during our meetings on any ongoing formal
consultations. We have a member of the Southeast Regional Office Protected Resources
Division staff. I understand Jennifer had a conflict and so Andy Herndon is going to be giving
us an update on these two ongoing formal consultations. I will turn it over to Kari and Andy.

MR. HERNDON: Good morning, everyone. My updates are going to be rather quick. We’re
still kind of in the same place we were the last time Jennifer Lee gave you guys an update. The
coastal migratory pelagics consultation is moving forward. We’re reviewing the existing biops
and see what information needs to be updated and make sure the approach that we use to analyze
potential impacts the last time around might still work this time around. The biologist who has
been assigned that biop is currently working on that.

With respect to the shrimp fishery; that is actually moving along. It should move into a — we
have three or four levels of internal review, and it will be moving into the third or fourth level of
review coming up here pretty quickly. As of right now, it looks like we’re shooting for at the
earliest the end of this year for the biop to be completed, and more likely probably early 2014.
With that, I guess I will take any questions if anybody has any.

MR. CUPKA: Are there any questions for Andy on either of those two consultations? I don’t
see any, Andy. We appreciate the update and look forward to a similar update at our next
council meeting. Thanks again, Andy. Okay, next on our agenda is an update on the
Endangered Species Act Working Group. I am going to ask Kari to bring us up to date on that.

DR. MacLAUCHLIN: Okay, just to recap; this is a joint working group made up of the Marine
Fisheries Advisory Committee, MAFAC, and CCC members and folks from NOAA Fisheries. It
was put together to make recommendations to increase transparency and improve the confidence
in the ESA consultations on fishery management plans.
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I had given you guys a briefing about the working group and their meetings at the September
meeting. Then they were supposed to meet in October and finalize their recommendations, but
the shutdown delayed that meeting. The recommendations haven’t quite been finalized yet.
They were meeting in mid-November, and then they will make the final report to MAFAC at the
MAFAC December meeting for their approval.

Then the CCC will review at their February meeting. Hopefully, either at the March meeting or
whenever the Protected Resources Committee meets again, then I will be able to provide those
final recommendations once they have been approved by everybody, by the groups.

MR. CUPKA: Any questions for Kari on that? Seeing none, then we’ll move ahead to our next
agenda item, which is an update on American Eel Status Review.

DR. LANEY: Everyone has the attachments that are in the package there. One of them is just a
briefing on the American eel and general information about how the Service will proceed with
that. The second one I believe is the letter that the Service sent to the council just notifying the
council of the ongoing status review and seeking any additional information on American eel
that the council may wish to provide.

The Service has put together a core team. There is representation — Sara Laporte from the NMFS
Northeast Region is on that team as the NOAA representative. A decision has not been made yet
with regard to whether or not the Service will assemble a formal status review team or whether,
as with the last American eel status review, we will just convene workshops of interested parties
to discuss the needed updates and to address the issues that caused the last petition to be deemed
warranted. That is pretty much my report, Mr. Chairman. If anybody has any questions, I will
attempt to answer those.

MR. CUPKA: Are there any questions for Wilson regarding the American Eel Status Review?
We will be hearing more on this I guess, once the Service decides which way it wants to move
ahead and we’ll have an opportunity to comment as appropriate.

DR. LANEY: Yes, sir, that will be the case. I am the southeast region representative on the core
team, so [ will keep the council briefed on what is happening on that. Just one other thing I will
just real quickly mention is the last time I asked for an update on the numbers of American eels
that were being passed above Roanoke Rapids Dam via the two eelways at that facility, which in
on the Roanoke River in North Carolina, the number for this year was up to 802,000 and we
were looking to possibly break a million.

That is an order of magnitude increase over the previous year, which is consistent with the
findings from the ASMFC’s Glass Eel Surveys along the east coast, which showed a huge jump
in 2012 and 2013 1 believe in the numbers of glass eels that folks were sampling. If you figure
that those 150 to 180 millimeter elvers that are arriving at the Roanoke Rapids Dam are probably
about a year old; then that makes sense that if we saw a big jump in glass eels in 2012, we would
see a big jump in elvers in 2013 upriver. That is about 137.5 miles upriver from the Albemarle
Sound. They still have to come in Oregon Inlet or one of the other inlets and cross Albemarle
Sound to get to the river mouth. That is interesting that those numbers are so high this year.
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MR. CUPKA: Are there any questions or comments for Wilson?

MR. HARTIG: A gee whiz question. Has there any work been done between the two stages in
the two years of survivability between the two?

DR. LANEY: No, there hasn’t, and that is a topic of discussion. The ASMFC will actually be
having a conference call. The American Eel Technical Committee and Stock Assessment
Subcommittee are getting together two days from now on December 5th to talk about updating
the stock assessment which ASMFC did.

That is one of the questions that has come up, Ben, because a number of the states — in view of
the extremely high dollar value of glass eels, which has approached $2,500 a pound, some of the
states are potentially interested in establishing glass eel fisheries. There are only two legal glass
eel fisheries right now; those being South Carolina and Maine.

The question has arisen from some of the state partners as to whether or not they could possibly
develop some sort of conservation equivalency ratio between glass eels and elvers or yellow eels,
and thereby agree to reduce their yellow eel fisheries by an amount equivalent in poundage of
glass eels. Well, there just simply isn’t any information.

What we’re talking about is the fact that if we had a watershed wherein we could monitor glass
eels and elvers and yellow eels, then we might be able to get a sense of what the incremental
mortality is between those life stages and come up with some rationale for a ratio. Right now
anything we tried would just be mostly pure speculation about what the mortality rate is.

The question is how many glass eels does it take to make a yellow eel? The general consensus; |
know Michelle’s boss, Louis, has very strong feelings that the mortality rate on glass eels is
probably extremely high. It probably is, but we don’t have a good sense for how high it is and
how many it takes to make a yellow eel. That is a question very much of interest to a number of
the states, and it will be under discussion later this week by the ASMFC Technical Committee
and Stock Assessment Subcommittee.

MR. CUPKA: All right, that brings us down to other business. Is there any other business to
come before the committee? Seeing none; then Mr. Chairman; I will turn it back to you.

(Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 o’clock a.m., December 3, 2013.)
Transcribed By:

Graham Transcriptions, Inc
January 2014
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