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Biosketch:

Justin was formerly Assistant Professor of marine biology at American University in Cairo, where he conducted ecological research on Red Sea and Nile River fishes including predator/prey dynamics of coral reef fishes and habitat utilization patterns of apex predators. Justin decided to return to the U.S. after the revolution in Egypt and worked as Associate Director of Biodiversity Informatics at the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, where he coordinated geo-referencing of the museum’s 120-year-old collection of fishes. Prior to living in Egypt, Justin worked as a Foreign Affairs Officer in the Office of Marine Conservation at the U.S. Department of State in Washington DC.  In that role, he helped develop and guide U.S. international fisheries policies, coral reef conservation, and efforts to address the lionfish invasion in the western Atlantic and Caribbean.  At Florida State University, his dissertation research examined the evolutionary convergence of trophic guilds in marine fishes from the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic. Over his career, he has published over 20 peer-reviewed scientific manuscripts, book chapters, and magazine articles.  He has also led several National Geographic expeditions to the Amazon and Nile Rivers to investigate ichthyofaunal diversity and is an avid angler that holds two IGFA world records.

