For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is amended as follows:

PART 622‑‑FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC

1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read as follows:

Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
§ 622.32 [Amended]

2.  In § 622.32, paragraph (b)(3)(vi) is removed and reserved. 

3.  In § 622.35, paragraphs (q) and (r) are added to read as follows:

§ 622.35 Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or area closures. 

* * * * *

(q) Seasonal closure of the commercial sector for red snapper.  The commercial sector for red snapper is closed in or from the South Atlantic EEZ from January 1 through [insert date
], each year.
(r) Seasonal closure of the recreational sector for red snapper.  The recreational sector for red snapper is closed in or from the South Atlantic EEZ from January 1 through [insert dat
e], each year.  During the recreational opening, the season consists of Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, unless otherwise specified.

§ 622.37 [Amended]  
4.  In § 622.37, paragraph (e)(1)(v)
 is removed and reserved.
5.  In § 622.39
, paragraphs (d)(1)(iv) and (d)(1)(ix) are revised to read as follows:

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits. 

* * * * *

(d) * * *

(1) * * *

(iv) Snappers, combined--10.  However, excluded from the 10-fish bag limit are cubera snapper, measuring 30 inches (76.2 cm), TL, or larger, in the South Atlantic off Florida, and red snapper and vermilion snapper.  (See § 622.32(c)(2) for limitations on cubera snapper measuring 30 inches (76.2 cm), TL, or larger, in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida.

* * * * *
(ix) Red snapper--1.
* * * * *
6.  In § 622.44, paragraph (c)(9) is added to read as follows:

§ 622.44 Commercial trip limits. 

* * * * *

(c) * * *

(9) Red snapper--XX lb (XX kg)
, gutted weight.

* * * * *

§ 622.45 [Amended]
7.  In § 622.45, paragraph (d)(10) is removed.

8.  In § 622.49, paragraph (b)(25) is added to read as follows:

§ 622.49 Annual catch limits (ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs), and accountability measures (AMs). 

* * * * *

(b) * * *

(25) Red snapper--(i) Commercial sector.  (A) If commercial landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL, based on the formula described in the FMP
, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for red snapper for the remainder of the year.  On and after the effective date of such a notification, all sale and purchase of red snapper is prohibited and harvest or possession of red snapper is limited to the bag and possession limit.  This bag and possession limit applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species where harvested, i.e., in state or Federal waters.  
(B) If commercial and recreational red snapper landings and dead discards exceed the allowable biological catch (ABC) for the red snapper stock, as defined in the FMP
, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year, to prohibit the harvest and possession of red snapper that following year.   
(ii) Recreational sector.  (A) If recreational landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the recreational ACL, based on the formula described in the FMP
, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the recreational sector for the remainder of the fishing year.  On and after the effective date of such notification, the bag and possession limit of red snapper is zero.  This bag and possession limit applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal waters.

(B) If commercial and recreational red snapper landings and dead discards exceed the ABC for the red snapper stock, as defined in the FMP
, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year, to prohibit the harvest and possession of red snapper that following year.
* * * * *
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