For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is proposed to be amended as follows:

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC

1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read as follows:

Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

2.  In § 622.30, paragraph (f) is added to read as follows:

§ 622.30 Fishing years.

* * * * *


(f) South Atlantic yellowtail snapper--June 1 through May 31
.

3.  In § 622.35, the heading in paragraph (j) is revised, the heading and first sentence in paragraph (k) are revised, and paragraph (o) is added to read as follows:

§ 622.35 Atlantic EEZ seasonal and/or area closures.

* * * * *


(j) Seasonal closure of the commercial and recreational sectors
 for gag and associated grouper species. * * * 

(k) Seasonal closure of the recreational sector for vermilion snapper.  The recreational sector
 for vermilion snapper in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is closed from November 1 through March 31, each year. * * *

* * * * *


(o) Seasonal closure of the commercial sector for yellowtail snapper.  The commercial sector for yellowtail snapper in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is closed from April 1 to June 30
, each year.
* * * * *
4.  In § 622.42, paragraph (e)(7) is revised to read as follows:

§ 622.42 Quotas.

* * * * *


(e) * * *


(7) Gag--XX lb (XX kg)
.
* * * * *
5.  In § 622.43, paragraph (a)(2) 
is removed and reserved; paragraph (a)(5)(iii) 
is removed; and paragraph (b)(2) is revised to read as follows:

§ 622.43 Closures.

* * * * *


(b) * * *

(2) The prohibition on sale/purchase during a closure for pelagic Sargassum 
in paragraph (a)(7) of this section does not apply to pelagic Sargassum that was harvested and landed ashore prior to the effective date of the closure.

* * * * *

6.  In § 622.49, paragraphs (b)(2), (b)(3), (b)(6), the first sentence in paragraphs (b)(14)(i)(A) and (b)(14)(ii), paragraph (h)(1)(iii), and the last sentence in paragraphs (h)(2)(ii)(A) and (h)(6)(ii)(A) are revised to read as follows:

§ 622.49 Annual catch limits (ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs), and accountability measures (AMs).

* * * * *


(b) * * *


(2) Snowy grouper--(i) Commercial sector
.  If commercial landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(1), the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for snowy grouper for the remainder of the fishing year.

(ii) Recreational sector.  If recreational landings, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 523 fish, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the length of the following recreational fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following fishing year.  Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as described in the FMP
.

(3) Gag--(i) Commercial sector.  If commercial landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(7), the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for gag
 for the remainder of the fishing year.  The commercial ACL for gag is 352,940 lb (160,091 kg)
.
(ii) Recreational sector.  (A) If recreational landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the recreational ACL of 340,060 lb (154,249 kg), gutted weight, and gag are overfished, based on the most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the gag recreational sector for the remainder of the fishing year.  On and after the effective date of such notification, the bag and possession limit for gag in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is zero.  This bag and possession limit also applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal commercial or charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal waters.

(B) Without regard to overfished status, if gag recreational landings exceed the ACL, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the ACL for that fishing year by the amount of the overage.

(C) Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as described in the FMP
.
* * * * *


(6) Vermilion snapper--(i) Commercial sector
.  If commercial landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach a quota specified in § 622.42(e)(4)(i) or (ii), the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for that portion of the fishing year applicable to the respective quota.


(ii) Recreational sector.  (A) If recreational landings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the recreational ACL of 307,315 lb (139,396 kg), gutted weight, and vermilion snapper are overfished, based on the most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the recreational sector for vermilion snapper for the remainder of the fishing year.  On and after the effective date of such notification, the bag and possession limit of vermilion snapper in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is zero.  This bag and possession limit also applies in the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal commercial or charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such species were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 


(B) Without regard to overfished status, if vermilion snapper recreational landings exceed the ACL, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the following fishing year, to reduce the ACL for that fishing year by the amount of the overage.


(C) Recreational landings will be evaluated relative to the ACL based on a moving multi-year average of landings, as described in the FMP
.
* * * * * 

(14) * * *


(i) * * *


(A) If commercial landings for yellowtail snapper, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are projected to reach the commercial ACL of 1,596,510 lb (724,165 kg)
, round weight, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial sector for the remainder of the fishing year. * * * 
* * * * *

(ii) * * * If recreational landings for yellowtail snapper, as estimated by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 1,440,990 lb (653,622 kg)
, round weight, then during the following fishing year, recreational landings will be monitored for a persistence in increased landings and, if necessary, the AA will file a notification with the Office of the Federal Register, to reduce the length of the following recreational fishing season by the amount necessary to ensure recreational landings do not exceed the recreational ACL in the following fishing year. * * *

* * * * *


(h) * * *


(1) * * *


(iii) For purposes of tracking the ACL, recreational landings will be monitored based on the commercial fishing year, July 1 through June 30.


(2) * * *


(ii) * * *


(A) * * * The recreational ACL is 6.58 million lb (2.99 million kg
).

* * * * *


(6) * * *


(ii) * * *


(A) * * * The recreational ACL is 1,455,687 lb
 (655,753 kg). 

* * * * * 
�If Action 2, Alts 2a and 3a are selected.


�Reg clean up: Revisied "fishery" to "sector".


�Reg clean up: Revised "fishery" to "sector".


�If Action 2, Alt 4a is selected.


�If Action 3, Alt 2 is selected.  A revise d quota value has not been included in the Amendment.


�Reg clean up: This instruction removes the quota closure provisions for SA octocoral because the quota for SA octocoral was removed through CE-BA2, however, the quota closure provisions were inadvertently not removed at that time.


�If Action 3, Alt 2 is selected.  This instruction removes the quota closure provisions for "gag and other SASWG" and just retains them for gag.


�Reg clean up: Removed octocoral from this paragraph.


�Reg clean up:  Revised "fishery" to "sector" throughout this paragraph.


�Reg clean up: Revised to remove the specific years (2010, 2011, and 2012).


�If Action 3, Alt 2 or 3 is selected. 


�If Action 3, Alt 3 is selected.


�Reg clean up;  Revised to remove the specific years (2010, 2011, and 2012).


�Reg clean up:  Revised "fishery" to "sector" throughout this paragraph.


�Reg clean up:  Revised to remove the specific years (2010, 2011, and 2012).


�If Action 1, Alt 2 is chosen.


�If Action 1, Alt 2 is chosen.


�Reg clean up:  Revised from June 1 to June 30, because June 1 was incorrect.


�Reg clean up: This "kg" was codified as "lb".


�Reg clean up: This "lb" was missing from the codified text.
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