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• “A Comparison of Fishing Behavior under Individual 
Transferable Quotas and Regulated Limited Access 
Regimes: Golden Tilefish in the US Gulf of Mexico and 
US South Atlantic” Scott Crosson and Tracy Yandle



Natural experiment
Reviewed changes in tilefish longline fisheries in GOM 
and SA 2009-2016 (introduction of ITQs in the GOM 
and longline endorsement in the SA)

Simple differences in differences (DID) analysis

Similar landings, gear, latitude, markets



South Atlantic
~22 endorsements

Seasonal closures
and trip limits



Gulf of Mexico
Tilefish ITQ

Gear restrictions

12% share cap





 Economic performance



Conclusions
Gulf has eliminated derby, SA has not

Gulf trips are longer and fewer, and days at sea 
increased in SA

Gini decreased in SA, but not in Gulf



Conclusion
South Atlantic appears to prioritize a shorter season 
with greater short-term pay (then presumably moving 
on to other fisheries) while in the Gulf, golden tilefish is 
a year-round fishery integrated into the larger reef fish 
complex contributing to a more predictable year-round 
income.


