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Expedited Framework Procedure for Adjusting ABCs, ACLs, and ACTs for 
Snapper Grouper Species (implemented through Amendment 27, SAFMC 2014): 
 
Adjustments to ABCs, ACLs, and ACTs according to the existing ABC Control 
Rule(s) and formulas for specifying ACLs and ACTs that have been approved by the 
Council and that were implemented in a fishery management plan amendment to the 
FMP. This abbreviated process is authorized as follows: 

a. Following the Scientific and Statistical Committee’s (SSC’s) review of the stock 
assessment, the Council will determine if changes are needed to ABC, ACL, 
and/or ACT and will so advise the RA. 

b. The Council will first hold a public hearing during the Council meeting during 
which they will review the stock assessment and the SSC’s recommendations. In 
addition, the public will be advised prior to the meeting that the Council is 
considering potential changes to the ABC, ACL, and/or ACT and the Council will 
provide the public the opportunity to comment on the potential changes prior to 
and during the Council meeting. 

c. If the Council then determines that modifications to the ABC, ACL, and/or ACT 
are necessary and appropriate, they will notify the RA of their recommendations 
in a letter with the Council’s analysis of the relevant biological, economic, and 
social information necessary to support the Council’s action. 

d. The RA will review the Council’s recommendations and supporting information. 
If the RA concurs that the Council’s recommendations are consistent with the 
objectives of the FMP, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, and all other applicable law, the RA is authorized to implement 
the Council’s proposed action through publication of appropriate notification in 
the Federal Register, providing appropriate time for additional public comment as 
necessary. 

e. If the Council chooses to deviate from the ABC control rule(s) and formulas for 
specifying ACLs and ACTs that the Council previously approved and that were 
implemented in a fishery management plan amendment to the FMP, this 
abbreviated process would not apply, and either the framework procedure would 
apply with the preparation of a regulatory amendment or a fishery management 
plan amendment would be prepared. Additionally, the Council may choose to 
prepare a regulatory amendment or a fishery management plan amendment even 
if they do not deviate from the previously approved ABC control rule(s) and 
formulas for specifying ACLs and ACTs. 


