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GOLDEN TILEFISH
Should  t he  Council cons ide r changing t he  s t a rt  da t e  for t he  re cre a t iona l 
golde n  t ile fis h  fis h ing ye a r?

AP RECOMMENDATION: Cons ide r changing t he  golde n  t ile fis h  re cre a t iona l 
fis h ing ye a r t o be gin  on  May 1.
• This  w ou ld  a lign  w it h  s e a s on  s t a rt  da t e s  for b lue line  t ile fis h  a nd  s now y 

groupe r, w it h  t he  follow ing be ne fit s :
• Fe w e r d is ca rd s  for a re a s  w he re  s pe c ie s  a re  found  t oge t he r
• Gre a t e r t rip  e ffic ie ncy for de e p  w a t e r fis he rie s  (inc lud ing ou t s ide  t he  

SG fis he ry, e .g. s w ord fis h )
• Avoida nce  of ha rve s t ing gold e n  t ile fis h  e a rly in  t he  ye a r, w he n  

fis he rm e n  ha ve  obs e rve d  s pa w ning fis h
• Low e r p riorit y is s ue , bu t  a not he r e xa m p le  of a  h igh  p riorit y ne e d  for s ub -

re giona l m a na ge m e n t



20 25/ 26  BLACK SEA BASS 
SEASON

Me m be rs  we re  a s ked  for obs e rva t ions  from  t he  2025/ 26 s e as on
• NC –  BSB fis h ing w a s  s ign ifica n t ly be t t e r

• More  a nd  la rge r fis h
• Ba g lim it s  ca ugh t  m ore  fre que n t ly
• More  ke e pe r- s ize d  fis h  c los e r t o  s hore
• More  re c re a t iona l ve s s e ls  on  t he  w a t e r, e ve n  du ring w in t e r

• Nort he rn  SC –  BSB fis h ing w a s  cons is t e n t  w it h  re ce n t  ye a rs
• Sou t he rn  SC –  Big de c line  in  BSB, e ve n  a ft e r pot s  w e re  re m ove d ; 

con t inue d  conce rn  a bou t  e ffe c t s  from  re d  s na ppe r
• FL –  Be t t e r BSB fis h ing t ha n  s e e n  in  a  long t im e ; cold  w a t e r in t rus ion  

a ffe c t e d  s e ve ra l fis he rie s , inc lud ing b ringing BSB ba ck t o  t he  a re a  a nd  
c los e r t o  s hore



SNAP P ER GROUP ER MSE

• AP re ce ive d  a  p re s e n t a t ion  on  t he  Angle r At t it ud e s  s u rve y 
cond uc t e d  b y U of Florid a

• Me m b e rs  ra is e d  conce rn  a b ou t  t he  s a m p le  p ot e n t ia lly ove r-
re p re s e n t ing a ngle rs  w it hou t  a  s t rong in t e re s t  in  t he  fis he ry.

• Me m b e rs  e xp re s s e d  conce rn  w it h  how  t h is  s u rve y m igh t  b e  
us e d  t o  s up p ort  fu t u re  m a na ge m e nt .

• Me m b e rs  a ls o re com m e nd e d  s p e c ific , s e p a ra t e  s u rve ys  in  t he  
fu t u re  t o  ca p t u re  p e rs p e c t ive s  of t he  for- h ire  com p one n t



COMMERCIAL SG 2 P ERMIT
• Me m be rs  s t a t e d  t he  SG 2 pe rm it  ha s  be com e  a n  e s s e n t ia l pa rt  of t he  

com m e rc ia l fis he ry
• Fe w e r la rge  boa t s ; los s  of w orking w a t e rfron t  ha s  le d  t o  a  s h ift  t ow a rd  

s m a lle r ‘da yboa t s ’, w h ich  com pris e  a  la rge  port ion  of SG 2 pe rm it  
holde rs

• Bout ique  fis he ry w it h  le s s  e xp e c t a t ion  for la rge  a m oun t s  of fis h
• Som e  m e m be rs  s upport e d  m a king SG 2 pe rm it s  t ra ns fe ra b le

• Som e  m e m be rs  e xp re s s e d  conce rn  w it h  gre a t e r a cce s s  le a d ing t o  
w e a lt hy re c re a t iona l fis he rm e n  a cqu iring pe rm it s  t o  ha ve  h ighe r t rip  
lim it s

• Ge ne ra lly, cha nge s  t o  t he  SG 2 pe rm it  s hou ld  w a it  un t il a ft e r t he re  is  
s om e  t im e  t o  s e e  e ffe c t s  of Am  60

• A pe rm it  pool t o  m a in t a in  t he  cu rre n t  num be r of SG 2 pe rm it s  m a y be  
us e fu l
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REG AM 4 0  (BLACK SEA BASS)

Should  b lack s e a  bas s  pot  t rip  lim it  re duc t ions  be  cons ide red  in  Re g Am  40?

AP RECOMMENDATION: The  b lack s e a  ba s s  pot  t rip  lim it  s hould  not  be  re duced .  If it  
is  de creas ed  any lowe r, t ha t  com pone nt  of t he  fis he ry w ill no longe r be  p rofit ab le .
• In  NC, t he  m arke t  for Sou t h  At lan t ic  fis h  is  a ffe c t e d  b y t he  Mid - At lan t ic  t raw l 

fis he ry, w h ich  low e rs  t he  p rice .
• The  la rge r Mid - At lan t ic  t raw l fis he ry ca t che s  m ore  fis h  a t  a  t im e  and  flood s  

t he  m arke t .
• Mid - At lan t ic  BSB ca t ch  le ve ls  w e re  re ce n t ly inc re a s e d .
• Une ve n  re gu la t ions  b e t w e e n  t he  Mid  and  Sou t h  At lan t ic  c re a t e  a  s it ua t ion  

w he re  t he  Sou t h  At lan t ic  fis he ry cannot  com p e t e  in  m arke t s .



REG AM 4 0  (BLACK SEA BASS)
Should  t he  Council cons ide r re m oving t he  ne a rs hore  s e as ona l BSB pot  
c los ures  for on- de m and  ge a r?

AP RECOMMENDATION: AP s upport s  t he  ope ning of ne a rs hore  s e a s ona l c los ure s  t o 
on- dem and  ge a r.

• Pot  fis he ry ha s  lit t le  b yca t ch  and  fe w  d is ca rd s ; inc re a s e d  acce s s  not  like ly t o  
s ign ifican t ly inc re a s e  d is ca rd s

• Not  like ly for t he  BSB p ot  fis he ry t o  b e com e  a  d e rb y fis he ry d ue  t o  t he  low  
num b e r of a c t ive  e nd ors e m e nt s  and  e ve n  low e r num b e r of fis he rm e n  
curre n t ly w it h  on- d e m and  ge a r.
• On- d e m and  ge a r ha s  a  s ign ifican t  e xp e ns e ; fis he rm e n  w ill ne e d  t o  

b a lance  w he t he r t he  fis h ing acce s s  b e ne fit s  a re  w ort h  t he  financ ia l cos t .
• Som e  conce rn  from  t he  for- h ire  ind us t ry ab ou t  b a lanc ing acce s s  t o  

ne a rs hore  a re a s  t ha t  cu rre n t ly have  s e a s ona l c los ure s  t o  p ot s ; cons id e r 
ad jus t ing t he  fis h ing ye a rs  t o  b a lance  acce s s .



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  1. Re m ove  2- for- 1 policy for SG 1 pe rm it s
• Mixe d  op in ions ; no cons e ns us  re com m e nda t ion  a t  t h is  t im e
• Som e  s upport  for if t he  2- for- 1 policy is  re m ove d , on ly a llow  a c t ive  

pe rm it s  t o  be  e xcha nge d  1- for- 1
• St ill re q u ire  a  2- for- 1 e xcha nge  t o  t ra ns fe r la t e n t  pe rm it s
• This  cou ld  m it iga t e  im m e d ia t e  inc re a s e s  in  e ffort

• Le a s ing –  Som e  a b ilit y t o  le a s e  pe rm it t e d  ve s s e ls  is  ne ce s s a ry a s  a n  
a ve nue  for ne w e r e n t ra n t s  t o  pa rt ic ipa t e  w it hou t  t he  fu ll inve s t m e n t  of 
ow ne rs h ip
• While  t he  AP a cknow le dge d  t ha t  s om e  le a s ing p ra c t ice s  a re  

p rob le m a t ic , it  is  d ifficu lt  t o  de ve lop  a  w orka b le  s olu t ion  t ha t  w ou ldn’t  
ha ve  loophole s



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  2. Bot t om  LL s t owage  re quirem ent s  and  s pe c ie s  re s t ric t ion
• VMS –  Com m e rc ia l m e m be rs  don’t  w a n t  a  VMS re qu ire m e n t , bu t  m a y be  

w illing t o  a cce p t  if it  a llow s  a dd it iona l a cce s s  or h ighe r t rip  lim it s  (e .g. 
m u lt ip le  t rip  lim it s  for m ult i- da y t rip s )
• Me m be rs  not e d  com m unica t ion  b e ne fit s  a nd  fina nc ia l e xpe ns e s  

ne e de d  t o  a cqu ire , m a in t a in , or t ra ns fe r VMS un it s .
• Bot t om  LL s t ow a ge  re qu ire m e n t s  m a y ne e d  t o  be  m ore  fle xib le .

• Sm a lle r ve s s e ls  m a y not  ha ve  s pa ce  t o  s t ow  ge a r be low  de ck.
• Longe r LL configu ra t ions  (e .g. golde n  t ile fis h  LLs ) t a ke  s e ve ra l hours  t o  

ba it  a nd  ne e d  t o  be  a b le  t o  be  s t ow e d  on  boa rd  w it h  ba it  on  hooks  t o  
m a xim ize  e ffic ie ncy.

• Cla rify d iffe re nce s  be t w e e n  bot t om  LL ge a r a nd  buoy ge a r.



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  3. Grea t e r Am berjack Trip  Lim it
• Som e  m e m be rs  s upport e d  h ighe r t rip  

lim it s  of 1,50 0  or 1,750  lb s

• Ot he rs  s upp ort e d  m a in t a in ing t he  cu rre n t  
t rip  lim it s , s t a t ing conce rns  for loca lize d  
de p le t ion  in  s om e  a re a s  (e .g. More he a d  
Cit y, NC)

• All m e m be rs  s t a t e d  2,0 0 0  lb s  w a s  t oo 
m uch  of a n  inc re a s e



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  4 . Ve rm ilion  Snappe r Trip  
Lim it
• AP ge ne ra lly s upport e d  inc re a s ing t he  

ve rm ilion  s na ppe r t rip  lim it ; one  
m e m be r s pe c ifica lly s upport e d  1,50 0  
lb s

• Longe r t rip s  w ou ld  pa rt icu la rly 
be ne fit

• Inc re a s e  m a y he lp  re bu ild  t ru s t  w it h  
com m e rc ia l s t a ke holde rs



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  5. Re d  Porgy Trip  Lim it
• AP ge ne ra lly s upport e d  inc re a s ing t he  re d  porgy t rip  lim it

• Som e  m e m be rs  s upport e d  30  fis h

• Ot he r m e m be rs  s upport e d  45 fis h , not ing t he  s m a ll s ize  of t he  s pe c ie s

Act ion  6 . Hogfis h  (GA- NC) Trip  Lim it
• AP ge ne ra lly s upport e d  inc re a s ing t he  GA- NC hogfis h  t rip  lim it

• Som e  m e m be rs  s pe c ifica lly s upport e d  750  lb s



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  7. Re d  Groupe r Trip  Lim it
• AP ge ne ra lly s upport e d  inc re a s ing t he  re d  groupe r t rip  lim it

• Low  ha rve s t  re la t ive  t o  t he  ACL m a y not  be  due  t o  t he  t rip  lim it s ; re d  
groupe r a nd  s om e  ot he r SG ACLs  m a y ne e d  t o  be  re vis it e d

Act ion  8 . Gray Trigge rfis h  Trip  Lim it
• AP e xp re s s e d  conce rn  a bou t  inc re a s ing t he  t rip  lim it  for gra y t rigge rfis h

• Trigge rfis h  ca n  be  a  go- t o re c re a t iona l t a rge t  w it h  re d  s na ppe r be ing 
c los e d , s o t he y ha ve  be e n  fis he d  p re t t y ha rd  in  re ce n t  ye a rs



AMENDMENT 60  (COMMERCIAL 
MANAGEMENT)

Act ion  9 . Golden  Tile fis h  H&L Trip  Lim it
• AP ge ne ra lly s upport e d  inc re a s ing t he  golde n  t ile fis h  t rip  lim it

• Som e  s upport  for a  750  lb  or 1,0 0 0  lb  lim it ; inc re a s ing t rip  cos t s  a nd  t he  
offs hore  loca t ion  of golde n  t ile fis h  ha ve  re duce d  t rip  p rofit a b ilit y a t  t he  
cu rre n t  t rip  lim it

• Es pe c ia lly off NC, w e a t he r is  a  b ig fa c t or a ffe c t ing w he n  ha rve s t  ca n  
occur



AMENDMENT 61 (FMU 
REVISION)



AMENDMENT 61 (FMU 
REVISION)
• AP m e m b e rs  up d a t e d  re com m e nd a t ions  for s p e c ie s  b e ing 

cons id e re d  in  t h is  a m e nd m e nt  (s e e  t a b le  on  ne xt  s lid e )
• Mis t y group e r s hou ld  re m a in  s t a t us  q uo

• Long- live d  s p e c ie s  a nd  t he  Am e nd m e nt  14  MPAs  w e re  s e t  
up  t o  p rot e c t  long- live d  d e e p  w a t e r s p e c ie s , s p e c ifica lly 
inc lud ing m is t y group e r

• The  s t a rt ing p oin t  for p ot e n t ia l b a g/ t rip  lim it s  s e e m s  fa irly 
h igh , b u t  looking forw a rd  t o  s e e ing a d d it iona l a na lys e s  in  t he  
fu t u re

• Som e  s p e c ific  d is cus s ions  a b ou t  s p a d e fis h  a nd  grun t s  a re  
d e t a ile d  in  t he  AP Re p ort



AMENDMENT 61 (FMU 
REVISION)

Sp e cie s

1) St a t us  q uo 
(m aint a in  

fe de ra l 
m anage m e nt )

2) Re m ove  
from  FMP a ll 

t oge t he r

3a ) EC w /  no 
ot he r 

m e as ure s

3b) EC + 
p e rm it  and  
re port ing

No AP 
cons e ns us  a t  

t h is  t im e
J olt head  Porgy X
Knobbed  Porgy X
Sauce re ye  Porgy X
Scup X
Whit ebone  Porgy X
Mis t y Groupe r X
Blackfin  Snappe r X
Bar J ack X X
At lan t ic  Sp ade fis h X
Sand  Tile fis h X
Whit e  Grunt X
Tom t a t e X
Sa ilor's  Choice X
Marga t e X



REG AM 39  (SP AWNING SMZS)



REG AM 39  (SP AWNING SMZS)

• Ge ne ra l s up p ort  for ke e p ing t he  SSMZs  in  p la ce ; b e ne fit s  
inc lud e :
• Evide nce  of s pa w ning fis h  in  t he  zone s
• Prot e c t ion  of s pa w ning ha b it a t
• Va lue  of long- t e rm , s t a b le  m a na ge m e n t  a re a s  for re s e a rch  a nd  

m on it oring
• Eve n  s m a ll p rot e c t e d  a re a s  ca n  ha ve  loca l b iologica l be ne fit s

• Conce rns  e xp re s s e d  a b ou t  t he  SSMZs  inc lud e d :
• Lim it e d  e n force m e n t
• Sm a ll a re a  re la t ive  t o  t he  b roa de r s pa w ning ra nge
• Unce rt a in t y a bou t  e ffe c t ive ne s s  of a re a  vs  t im e - ba s e d  c los u re s
• Som e  confus ion  a bou t  how  m uch  fis h ing a c t ua lly occurs  in  t he  zone s
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