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For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 

622 is proposed to be amended as follows: 

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 

1. The authority citation for part 622 continues to 

read as follows: 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

 2. In § 622.206, revise paragraph (a)(2)(iii) to read 

as follows: 

§ 622.206 Area and seasonal closures. 

(a) * * *  

(2) * * *  

(iii) Brown shrimp, pink shrimp, or white shrimp may 

be possessed on board a fishing vessel in a closed area, 

provided the vessel is in transit and that the shrimp 

fishing gear with trawl nets having a mesh size less than 4 

inches (10.2 cm), as measured between the centers of 

opposite knots when pulled taut, is appropriately stowed. 

For the purposes of this paragraph (a), transit means a 

non-stop progression through a closed area and 

appropriately stowed means trawl doors and nets must be out 

of the water and the bag straps must be removed from the 

net. 
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As reference for the proposed Shrimp 11 changes, here are the current closure provision paragraphs within 622.206(2) since they relate to the paragraph being revised (iii) and it helps to see (i), (ii), and (iii) in context:

(2) During a closure, as specified in paragraph (a)(1) of this section—

(i) No person may trawl for brown shrimp, pink shrimp, or white shrimp in the closed portion of the EEZ (closed area); and no person may possess on board a fishing vessel brown shrimp, pink shrimp, or white shrimp in or from a closed area, except as authorized in paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of this section.

(ii) No person aboard a vessel trawling in that part of a closed area that is within 25 nm of the baseline from which the territorial sea is measured may use or have on board a trawl net with a mesh size less than 4 inches (10.2 cm), as measured between the centers of opposite knots when pulled taut.

(iii) Brown shrimp, pink shrimp, or white shrimp may be possessed on board a fishing vessel in a closed area, provided the vessel is in transit and all trawl nets with a mesh size less than 4 inches (10.2 cm), as measured between the centers of opposite knots when pulled taut, are stowed below deck while transiting the closed area. For the purpose of this paragraph, a vessel is in transit when it is on a direct and continuous course through a closed area.
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