
For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is proposed to be 

amended as follows: 

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC 

1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read as follows: 

Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

2.  In § 622.4, in the first sentence of paragraph (g)(1), the words "commercial 

vessel permit for rock shrimp" are removed and the words "Commercial Vessel Permit 

for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ)" are added in their place, and paragraph 

(a)(2)(viii) is revised to read as follows: 

§ 622.4  Permits and fees. 

(a)  * * * 

(2)  * * * 

(viii) South Atlantic rock shrimp.  (A) Until the 27th day of the third month after the 

effective date of the final rule implementing Amendment 7 to the Fishery Management 

Plan for the Shrimp Fishery of the South Atlantic Region (Amendment 7), the permit 

requirements specified in paragraphs (a)(2)(viii)(A)(1) and (2) of this section apply. 

(1) For a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ 

or possess rock shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit 

for rock shrimp must be issued to the vessel and must be on board.  (See paragraph 

(a)(5) of this section for the requirements for operator permits for the South Atlantic rock 

shrimp fishery.) 

(2) In addition, for a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South 

Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida or possess rock shrimp in or from the South 



Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida, a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic 

rock shrimp must be issued to the vessel and must be on board.  See § 622.19 for 

limitations on the issuance, transfer, renewal, and reissuance of a limited access 

endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp. 

(B) During the third month following the effective date of the final rule to 

implement Amendment 7, and prior to the 26th day of the third month after that effective 

date, a currently valid (not expired) commercial vessel permit for rock shrimp with an 

expiration date greater than 27th day of the third month after that effective date that does 

not have a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp will be replaced 

by the RA with a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (Carolinas Zone) and a 

currently valid (not expired) commercial vessel permit for rock shrimp with an expiration 

date greater than 27th day of the third month after that effective date that has a limited 

access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp will be replaced by the RA with a 

Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ).  However, a person 

with an expired limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp who desires 

a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) must apply for such 

a permit before the date 1 year after the expiration date of the expired limited access 

endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp. 

(C) On and after the 27th day of the third month after the effective date of the final 

rule implementing Amendment 7, the permit requirements specified in paragraphs 

(a)(2)(viii)(C)(1) and (2) of this section apply. 

(1) For a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ 

off North Carolina or off South Carolina or possess rock shrimp in or from the South 



Atlantic EEZ off those states, a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (Carolinas 

Zone) or a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) must be 

issued to the vessel and must be on board. 

(2) For a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ 

off Georgia or off Florida or possess rock shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off 

those states, a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) must 

be issued to the vessel and must be on board.  A Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 

Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) is a limited access permit.  See § 622.19(b) for limitations 

on the issuance, transfer or renewal of a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp 

(South Atlantic EEZ). 

(D) The provisions of paragraph (f) of this section notwithstanding, neither a 

commercial vessel permit for rock shrimp nor a limited access endorsement for South 

Atlantic rock shrimp remains valid on or after the 27th day of the third month after the 

effective date of the final rule to implement this measure. 

* * * * * 

3.  In § 622.5, paragraph (a)(1)(vii) is revised to read as follows: 

§ 622.5  Recordkeeping and reporting. 

* * * * * 

(a) * * * 

(1) * * * 

* * * * * 

(vii) South Atlantic shrimp.  The owner or operator of a vessel that fishes for 

shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ or in adjoining state waters, or that lands shrimp in an 



adjoining state, must provide information for any fishing trip, as requested by the SRD, 

including, but not limited to, vessel identification, gear, effort, amount of shrimp caught 

by species, shrimp condition (heads on/heads off), fishing areas and depths, and 

person to whom sold. 

* * * * * 

4.  In § 622.9, the first sentence of paragraph (a)(1) is revised to read as follows: 

§ 622.9  Vessel monitoring systems (VMSs). 

(a) Requirements for use of a VMS–-(1) South Atlantic rock shrimp.  An owner or 

operator of a vessel that has been issued a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp 

(South Atlantic EEZ) must ensure that such vessel has an operating VMS approved by 

NMFS for use in the South Atlantic rock shrimp fishery on board when on a trip in the 

South Atlantic.  * * * 

* * * * * 

5.  § 622.19 is revised to read as follows: 

§ 622.19.  South Atlantic rock shrimp limited access off Georgia and Florida. 

(a) Initial applicability.  (1) The measures in paragraph (a) of this section are 

applicable on the effective date of the final rule to implement Amendment 7 through the 

26th day of the third month after that effective date. 

(2) For a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ 

off Georgia or off Florida or possess rock shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off 

Georgia or off Florida, a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp 

must be issued to the vessel and must be on board. 

(3) A limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp is valid only for 



the vessel and owner named on the permit/endorsement.  To change either the vessel 

or the owner, a complete application for transfer must be submitted to the RA.  An 

owner of a vessel with an endorsement may request that the RA transfer the 

endorsement to another vessel owned by the same entity, to the same vessel owned by 

another entity, or to another vessel with another owner.  A transfer of an endorsement 

under this paragraph will include the transfer of the vessel's entire catch history of South 

Atlantic rock shrimp to a new owner; no partial transfers are allowed.  No transfer of a 

limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp will be allowed after the date 

30 days after the effective date of the final rule implementing Amendment 7. 

(4) The RA will not reissue a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock 

shrimp if the endorsement is revoked or if the RA does not receive a complete 

application for renewal of the endorsement within 1 year after the endorsement's 

expiration date. 

(b) Subsequent applicability.  (1) The measures in paragraph (b) of this section 

are applicable on and after the 27th day of the third month after the effective date of the 

final rule that implements Amendment 7. 

(2) For a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ 

off Georgia or off Florida or possess rock shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off 

those states, a Commercial Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) must be 

issued to the vessel and must be on board. 

(3) Applications.  No applications for additional Commercial Vessel Permits for 

Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) will be accepted, except as follows: 

(i) Failure to renew.  An owner of a vessel may apply for a Commercial Vessel 



Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) and such permit will be issued provided 

the owner, 

(A) Had a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp; 

(B) Failed to request renewal of his/her endorsement within 1 year after the 

endorsement's expiration date; and 

(C) Renewed his/her commercial vessel permit for rock shrimp within 1 year after 

its expiration date. 

(ii) Inactive endorsement.  An owner of a vessel may apply for a Commercial 

Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) and such permit will be issued 

provided the owner, 

(A) Has a commercial vessel permit for rock shrimp; 

(B) Had a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp and; 

(C) Was unable to renew the endorsement because the endorsement was 

"inactive" for a period of 4 consecutive calendar years.  "Inactive" means that the vessel 

with the endorsement did not land at least 15,000 lb (6,804 kg) of rock shrimp from the 

South Atlantic EEZ in a calendar year. 

(iii) VMS.  An application for reissue of a permit under paragraph (b)(3) of this 

section will not be considered complete until proof of activation and operational status of 

an approved VMS for the vessel receiving the permit has been verified by NMFS VMS 

personnel. 

(iv) Application period.  Applications under paragraph (b)(3) of this section will 

only be accepted from the 27th day of the third month after the effective date of the final 

rule that implements Amendment 7 through the date 1 year after that date. 



(v) Continuity of ownership.  An applicant who believes he/she meets the permit 

eligibility criteria based on ownership of a vessel under a different name, as may have 

occurred when ownership has changed from individual to corporate or vice versa, must 

document his/her continuity of ownership. 

(c) Transfer of an existing permit.  A Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp 

(South Atlantic EEZ) is valid only for the vessel and owner named on the permit.  To 

change either the vessel or the owner, a complete application for transfer must be 

submitted to the RA.  An owner of a vessel with a permit may request that the RA 

transfer a valid permit to another vessel owned by the same entity, to the same vessel 

owned by another entity, or to another vessel with another owner.  A transfer of a permit 

under this paragraph will include the transfer of the vessel's entire catch history of South 

Atlantic rock shrimp to a new owner; no partial transfers are allowed.  An application for 

transfer of a permit under this paragraphs (c) will not be considered complete until proof 

of activation and operational status of an approved VMS for the vessel receiving the 

permit has been verified by NMFS VMS personnel. 

(d) Renewal.  The RA will not reissue a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 

Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) if the permit is revoked or if the RA does not receive a 

complete application for renewal of the permit within 1 year after the expiration date of 

the permit.  An application for renewal of a permit under this paragraphs (d) will not be 

considered complete until proof of activation and operational status of an approved 

VMS for the vessel receiving the permit has been verified by NMFS VMS personnel. 

(e) Limitation on permits.  A vessel for which a permit for South Atlantic rock 

shrimp is required may be issued either a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp 



(Carolinas Zone) or a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ), 

depending on its eligibility.  However, no such vessel may be issued both permits for the 

same period of effectiveness. 


