
THE SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Scientific and Statistical 
Committee

April 2024
Meeting 
Report



APRIL 2024
MEETING REPORT SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE 2

Minimizing Red Snapper Discards

• Valuable tool to understand and explore 
management options.

• Continuing this model exploration by 
adding other species. 
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards
• Study looked at rebuilding strategies in 

equilibrium time-frame, but shorter-term 
tactical analyses are needed.

• Current MSE in conjunction with 
assessment projects can inform those 
short-term recommendations.

• Strategies can be applied short-term, but 
planning for longer-term strategies 
should begin now.
 Process likely take several years.
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards

• Significant effort reduction required to meet 
management objectives.

• Once red snapper is rebuilt, MSE, assessment 
update, or other harvest policy analysis 
needed to prevent return to overfished/ 
overfishing.
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards
• Give following management approaches a lower priority:

• Size limits.
• Red Snapper species-specific season length.
• Area closures for bottom fishing. 

(but area closures may be very effective in rebuilding stock)
• Gear modifications/selectivity.
• Annual catch limits.
• Species-specific bag limits.

• MSE Development Team should retain 
   above list of strategies to:

• Demonstrate they have been explored.
• Show relative effectiveness of strategies. Image: SERFS - SCDNR
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards
• Potential strategies to explore for Snapper-Grouper MSE:

• Effort control strategy with a broader range of reduction in effort 
(specifically beneficial: 25% - 75%).

• Alternative ways to implement effort control (e.g., capping vessel trips, 
angler trips, trips per individual vessel, trip lotteries, harvest tags).

• Potential non-linear responses in effort 
  control or other effects (biological, economic, social). 

• Response to different levels of compliance 
  with full retention or other management strategies 

(e.g., descending device usage, etc.). SAFMC
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards
• Potential strategies to explore for Snapper-Grouper MSE (cont’d):

• Retain descending device usage/best fishing practices
• Provide more detail on calculations of fish   
   conserved using barotrauma mitigation.

• Combined strategies and additive benefits.

• Area closures for bottom fishing
• Scenario 20 has a substantial potential for 
   rebuilding spawning biomass and mean age.
• A combination of different spatial/temporal 
  closures can also be considered.

SAFMC
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards

• Spatial and temporal closures and effort reductions need to be 
implemented for entire snapper-grouper fishery to ensure efficacy 
and feasibility 

• would affect all species, independent of biomass or stock status.
• shifting effort from spatial and/or temporal closures may impact 

species in other areas or seasons.
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Minimizing Red Snapper Discards
• Potential strategies to explore for Snapper-Grouper 

MSE? (cont’d)

• Spatial and temporal closures and effort reductions need 
to be implemented for entire snapper-grouper fishery to 
ensure efficacy and feasibility 

• would affect all species, independent of biomass or stock 
status.

• shifting effort from spatial and/or temporal closures may 
impact species in other areas or seasons.

Thank you.

Questions?

Image: SERFS - SCDNR
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