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Background 
Kevin McIntosh - Supervisor - Permit Office
• Started with NOAA in 2001
• Northeast Fisheries Science Center - Woods Hole, 

MA: 2001- 2012
• Southeast Regional Office: 2012 - present
• Information Technology Branch in support of 

Permit Office: 2012 - April 2018
• Permit Office: April 2018 - present
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Questions for the Permit 
Office
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Provide an overview of the 
permit program.  When was it 
established, how many permits 
are being managed, etc? 

Question 1
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• Permit Office was established 
in the early 90’s.

• We currently manage over 
19,000 permits in the 
Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic (ME to 
TX), and Caribbean. 



Constituency Services Branch – Permit Office
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Pre-Shutdown

Current

The “Shelf”

Post-Shutdown
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Shutdown
• Online System stayed up during shutdown.
• Received 515 applications during the 

shutdown. (357 paper, 158 online)
• Issued Fishery Bulletin (FB19-003) Extended 

Validity of Vessel and Dealer Permits.
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What is done to track individuals 
who attempt to obtain/renew a 
permit when there’s been a 
violation on a previous permit?

Question 2



Permit System Alerts
• Permit Office is informed by General Counsel 

that a violation has resulted in either a Notice 
of Permit Sanction or a Notice of Intent to 
Deny Permit relative to a vessel and entity 
(business or individual)  

• “Permit Sanction means suspension, 
revocation, or modification of a permit….”  15 
C.F.R. 904.2
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Permit System Alerts - continued
An alert is created in the permit processing 
system for that vessel and/or entity (based on 
FEIN/SSN or Vessel Num).
• If an application is received for that vessel 

or from the entity, the alert will appear with 
the necessary guidance (i.e. contact GC).
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Permit System Alerts - continued
• Only active alerts appear in the system.  If 

the violation has been resolved, then the 
alert is ended and will no longer appear in 
the system.
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If a permit were to be tied to an 
individual rather than a vessel, 
would this help in tracking 
violations?

Question 3
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• No, alerts for violations can already be 
associated with an entity (business or 
individual), not just vessels.  Therefore, any 
permit(s) or vessel the entity is associated 
with, whether individually owned by them, or 
if they are part of a corporation that owns the 
permit(s) or vessel, the alert will come up in 
the system.
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Could a permit be issued on a 
multi-year basis?

Question 4
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• Would need to be consistent for all permits
• Limit logbook compliance enforcement: 

○ Historically, withholding permit renewal is the best logbook 
compliance tool

○ Decrease the incentives to submit logbooks timely would 
decrease accuracy of the logbooks

○ Analyses based on logbooks would be affected by late (up to 2 
years) submissions

○ Reduced ability to determine latent (non-fishing) permits
• Limited Access Permits

○ Increases time before termination; potential unintended 
consequences when striving to reduce overcapacity
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• Reduce reliability of information used in analyses
○ Contact Information: Often, address/phone changes are only 

made upon renewal. May result in return of certified mail, delay in 
providing permit holder with timely information, and reduce 
socio/economic analyses

○ Impacts to Socio-Economic Analyses:
■ Inability to determine changes to ownership of corporations, 

vessel port counts, permit holder locations, small business 
information required by Regulatory Flexibility Act

• Dealers: state wholesale licenses are annual and 
needed for a federal dealer permit
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What would happen if a permit 
were revoked in a limited 
access or an open access 
fishery?

Question 5
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• Limited Access – The total number of permits for 
that fishery is decreased.  However, the entity may 
be able to purchase another permit from an 
existing permit holder.  

• Open Access – Can apply for another permit for 
$25 for the first permit and $10 for each additional 
permit.  No effect on the total number of permits 
that can fish.
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How do the renewal schedules 
affect the number of active 
permits?

Question 6
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• Renewal schedules are based on individual permit holders 
birth month, month of the incorporation of the business, or 
last full month of a lease agreement.  Only exceptions are 
Golden Crab (12/31) & Wreckfish (1/14).  Overall, the 
expiration dates are pretty random.

• You have 1 year after the permit expires to renew, except 
for Golden Crab (6 months).

• On a monthly basis the number of valid permits starts off 
lower in the beginning of the month and increases until the 
last day of the month. see graph on next page

• Permit validity does not indicate activity (fishing)
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Clarify how the renewal process 
differs for for-hire and 
commercial permits.

Question 7
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• The same application is used to renew commercial 
and for-hire permits.

• Depending on the permit, there might be different 
sections to complete or provide additional required 
documents, but overall, the process is very similar.

• Additional fees for Gulf Charter/Headboat permits to 
cover decal fees.
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Clarify the process for 
incorporating a business/permit 
and, particularly, the time it 
takes to complete the process.

Question 8
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• We don’t actively check the validity of the corporation. 

• New business/corporation information is entered into the 
permit system per what’s written on the application.

• However, if something does come up that throws up a red 
flag (i.e. Same FEIN #, but different date of incorporation 
from the previous year or different FEIN #), we will look on 
the state website (i.e. Sunbiz) to validate information.  If 
company shows, “Inactive” on website, we require 
applicant to provide document to prove the company is 
active.
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Explain the process for permit 
application/renewal to identify 
areas that need improvement.

Question 9
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• Moving all permit application/renewal process online.
○ Added 25 new permit renewals to the online system in 

2018.
■ Looking to add Dealer permit renewals in FY19 or 

FY20.
○ Online system already has vessel, permit, and entity 

data pre-filled on each screen.
○ Can pay application fees via credit card or bank account
○ Can submit required documents for applications online.

• Update online system in the next 2-4 years.  Looking to add 
the ability to submit an application to request new open 
access permits, new dealer permits, transfer limited access 
permits, and renew/request operator cards.
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Explain how changes could be 
made in terms of governance.  
How is the agency structured 
and where does the Permit 
Office fit in?

Question 10
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• Permit Office was originally in SFD
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Explain how permit leasing 
works.  How many permits are 
currently being leased?

Question 11
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● There is no provision in the federal regulations to lease 
permits.  

● Permit holders may lease a vessel and obtain/transfer 
permits on the vessel as the lessee.  Note that vessel 
lessor and lessee cannot independently hold permits for 
the same vessel at the same time.  

● Permit Office FAQ Webpage (see the next slide) is a great 
resources for information related to leases.

● There are currently 681 vessels being leased.
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Clarify the need for a unique 
Invitation Code for the online 
renewal?

Question 12
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● Invitation Code is included on the renewal letter sent out 
60 days prior to your permit(s) expiring.  

● Invitation Code is associated with the permit holder, so 
when the code is redeemed via the online system, the 
permit holder’s name (individual or business) is displayed.

● Once the code has been redeemed and the online 
account is created, you don’t have to do it again.

● The renewal letter you receive the next year, will have the 
email address used when creating the account.
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Invitation Code

Email used for
online account.

Renewal Letter - New User Renewal Letter - Existing User



Southeast Region Online Permit System

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 37

• Launched in 2015 
• Now can renew 30 of 33 vessel permits
• Eligibility & instructions included in Renewal Letter
• Takes 10 minutes to complete

• System pre-populates vessel, permit, and 
entity information

• Compliance data and required documents to 
complete application are identified.

• Can pay online using credit card or ACH
• Get your permits sooner 
• Application deficiencies emailed to user once/week
• Future:

• Request new or transfer vessel and dealer 
permits, and operator cards

https://portal.southeast.fisheries.noaa.gov/seroapplication/
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South Atlantic Unlimited Snapper-Grouper (SG1) 
and South Atlantic 225 LB Tip Limit 
Snapper-Grouper (SG2) Discussion

Question 13 from December meeting
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SG-1 - 50 CFR § 622.171 - South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
limited access
● Total permits (including expired) - 534
● Total valid permits (not including expired) on March 3, 

2019 - 479

SG-1 Transfers
● An owner of a vessel with a transferable permit may 

request that the RA transfer the permit to another vessel 
owned by the same entity.

● A transferable permit may be transferred upon a change of 
ownership of a permitted vessel with such permit -  

○ From one to another of the following: husband, wife, son, 
daughter, brother, sister, mother, or father; or 
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SG-1 Transfers - continued
● From an individual to a corporation whose shares are all 

held by the individual or by the individual and one or more 
of the following: husband, wife, son, daughter, brother, 
sister, mother, or father. 

● Must obtain and exchange two such permits for one new 
permit.

SG-1 - Corporation/Business Purchase 
● Purchase a business/corporation that owns a SG-1.(Don’t 

need a two for one)  
○ Business/corporation can’t be family owned as described 

above.
○ FEIN # has to remain the same. 



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 41

SG-2 - 50 CFR § 622.171 - South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
limited access
● Total permits (including expired) - 107
● Total valid permits (not including expired) on March 3, 

2019 - 92
● Total number leased vessels with SG-2 on them: 31

SG-2 Transfers
● May request to transfer the permit to another vessel 

owned by the same entity.

SG-2 History
● Business/Corporate owned SG-2: 23


