
MANAGEMENT AND COORDINATION ALTERNATIVES TO ADDRESS 
SPECIES MOVEMENT NORTH   

Alternatives Snapper Grouper FMP Coastal Migratory Pelagic FMP Comments Pros Cons 
1. Extend Existing
FMP

Extend SAFMC Management 
Unit to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
MA) 

MA votes at SAFMC 
Committee 

Relatively fast; 
less work for 
other Councils 

No vote at full 
Council 

Extend SAFMC Management 
Unit to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
MA and NE) 

Extend SAFMC Management 
Unit to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
NE) 

MA & NE vote at SAFMC 
Committee 

Relatively fast; 
less work for 
other Councils 

No vote at full 
Council 

2. Joint FMPs Request Joint FMP with MA & 
SA to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
MA) 

 
Vote by each 
Council 

Takes longer; 
more work for 
other Councils 

Request Joint FMP with MA, NE 
& SA to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
MA & NE) 

Request Joint FMP with NE & SA 
to cover Federally Unmanaged 
Species (through NE) 

Vote by each 
Council 

Takes longer; 
more work for 
other Councils 

3. New FMPs New MA FMP to cover 
Federally Unmanaged Species 
(through MA) 

New NE FMP to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
NE) 

Vote by each 
Council 

Takes longer; 
more work for 
other Councils 

New MA & NE FMPs to cover 
Federally Unmanaged Species 
(through MA & NE) 

New NE FMP to cover Federally 
Unmanaged Species (through 
NE) 

Vote by each 
Council 

Takes longer; 
more work for 
other Councils 

4. Memorandum of
Understanding (i.e.,
Deep Sea Coral
MOU)

Develop MOU to share 
information on management 
and research to enhance 
regional coordination and 
conservation.  

Develop MOU to share 
information on management 
and research to enhance 
regional coordination and 
conservation  

Still requires 
Alternatives 1, 2 or 3 to 
implement regulations.  

Vote by each 
Council 

Takes longer; 
more work for 
other Councils 
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