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Goal: Develop an electronic permitting and reporting 
app for private recreational snapper grouper anglers  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to improve recreational reporting included in amendment 46 we are developing an electronic permitting and reporting app. Part of this project we are conducting a pilot study The goal of the study is to develop an application that would enable a permit to be issued to individual fishers and have a reporting system to collect data on catch and effort.



Catch Report 
Improve 
Landings 
Estimates 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The intention of the app is to allow anglers to report their catch and to ultimately improve landings estimates



Partners 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the partners on this project. Snook and game fish, elemental methods. If you are familiar these partners created the app iangler with some of you may have used. Accsp, National Marine Fisheries Service, the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, and
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Partners: Recreational Anglers in South Atlantic  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And as part of this project we will be working with recreational snapper grouper anglers in the south Atlantic. If you have any interest in participating in the pilot project please come and see me.



My Fish Count 
App Features 

• Collect data on catch and 
effort 
 

• Store pictures of 
caught/released fish 
 

• Size and identification  
 

• Geofence feature 
 

• Allow anglers to record and 
access past trips 
 

• Web portal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you an idea of some of the features of the app. Listed here are some of the capabilities.



2017 Red Snapper  
Mini-Season 

Opportunity: 
 
○ Pilot MyFishCount web 

portal. 
 

○ Collect information on red 
snapper fishery. 

 
 



Data Fields 
Trip Information  
o Trip type 
o Location 
○ Vessel  
○ Mode of fishing 

 
Catch Information 
○ Depth and location of catch 
○ Kept or released 
○ Length and weight 
○ Hook type and location 
○ Reason for release 
○ Release method 
○ Photos of fish 

 
 

 
 
 



Additional Info 

Individual angler based 
 
Available as mobile website, 
not app 
 
Offline forms  
 
Report “Abandoned Trips” 
  
 
 



Outreach 
Sport Fishing Clubs 
 
Fishing Forums & Social 
Media 
 
Online articles 
 
Event at Charleston Angler 
 
SAFMC – ”Share your red 
snapper story” 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only had about a week and a half to do this outreachThis was an effort through our connections here at the Council and Brett Fitzgerald at the Snook and Gamefish Foundation. Fishermen listen to other fishermen, and it was good to both have the top down approach from the council and the bottom up from snook and gamefish and through asking groups to share this information with



Articles and Online 
Press 

Newsletters and notifications sent 
by State partners and SAFMC.  
 
NGOs and fishing organizations 
○ American Sportfishing 

Association 
○ CCA 
○ International Game Fish 

Association 
○ Keep Florida Fishing 
○ Pew Charitable Trusts 
○ Snook and Gamefish Foundation 
○ West Marine  

 
 
 

  



Social Media and Fishing Forums  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our red snapper post with the dates of the season, reached the most of amount of users at 2431. The my fish count post reached around 2000 which indicative that the word was getting out there.MyFishCount was posted on fishing forums, and a few blogs were written about MyFishCount red snapper edition



Charleston Angler 
Event 

Information presented: 
○ 2017 red snapper mini-season 

 

○ Best fishing practices 
 

○ Recreational reporting 
MyFishCount 
 

○ Captain Mark Brown of Teaser 2 
and Council Vice Chair 
presented. 
 

Raffled off SeaQualizers  
 
 



Share Your Red 
Snapper Story 

Webpage on SAFMC 
website 
 
Why and what to report 
 
How information might be 
used  
 
Best fishing practices  
 
Regulations  
 
Carcass collection sites 



Emailed Reports 
Emailed reports to 
MyFishCount users. 
 
Weekend 1, weekend 2, and 
overall reports distributed. 
 
Information Reported  
○ Number of fishermen and reports 

through MyFishCount 
○ Abandoned or completed trips  

○ Charter/head boat or recreational 

○ Red snapper kept and discarded 

○ Reason for release and treatment 

○ Map of kept and discarded fish 



MyFishCount Results 

This slide will show results from both weekend one and weekend two of the 
red snapper mini-season after the data has been analyzed. 



MyFishCount Compared to Other Data Collection Methods  

  This slide will show results from both weekend one and weekend two of the 
red snapper mini-season compared to previous MRIP years. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Work on table. Have each year and put 2017 at the bottom. 



Project Timeline 

Nov 2017 
Analyze 
MyFishCount data, 
modify portal. 

Oct 2017 
Developed 
MyFishCount electronic 
portal for 2017 red 
snapper season. 

Jan 2018 
Pilot Application with 
anglers. 

April 2018 
Modify Application 
based on the pilot. 

Jun/Jul 2018 
Permitting and reporting 
application available for 
upscale usage. 

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug 



Thank You! 

South Atlantic Anglers 
 
State Partners 
 
Fishing Organizations 
 
NGOs  
 
 

MyFishCount Team: 
 
Mike Christopher  
 
Abhishek Mishra 
 
Brett Fitzgerald 
 



Questions? 
 
More Information or  
To Get Involved  
 
Contact: 
Kelsey Dick 
Kelsey.dick@safmc.net 
843-725-7580 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Put the app, and the name

mailto:Kelsey.dick@safmc.net
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