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Goal: Develop an electronic permitting and reporting 
app for private recreational snapper grouper anglers 



Catch Report
Improve 
Landings 
Estimates



Partners



Partners: Recreational Anglers in South Atlantic 



My Fish Count
App Features

• Collect data on catch and 
effort, including area fished

• Store pictures of 
caught/released fish

• Size and identification 

• Geofence feature

• Allow anglers to record and 
access past trips

• Web portal



2017 Red Snapper 
Mini-Season

Opportunity:

○ Pilot MyFishCount web 
portal.

○ Collect information on red 
snapper fishery.



Data Fields
Trip Information 
o Trip type
o Location
○ Vessel 
○ Mode of fishing

Catch Information
○ Depth and location of catch
○ Kept or released
○ Length and weight
○ Hook type and location
○ Reason for release
○ Release method
○ Photos of fish



Additional Info

Individual angler based

Available as mobile website, 
not app

Offline forms 

Report “Abandoned Trips”



Outreach
Sport Fishing Clubs

Fishing Forums & Social 
Media

Online articles

Event at Charleston Angler

SAFMC – ”Share your red 
snapper story”



Articles and Online 
Press

Newsletters and notifications sent 
by State partners and SAFMC. 

NGOs and fishing organizations
○ American Sportfishing

Association
○ CCA
○ International Game Fish 

Association
○ Keep Florida Fishing
○ Pew Charitable Trusts
○ Snook and Gamefish Foundation
○ West Marine 



Social Media and Fishing Forums 



Charleston Angler 
Event

Information presented:
○ 2017 red snapper mini-season

○ Best fishing practices

○ Recreational reporting 
MyFishCount

○ Captain Mark Brown of Teaser 2 
and Council Vice Chair 
presented.

Raffled off SeaQualizers



Share Your Red 
Snapper Story
Webpage on SAFMC 
website

Why and what to report

How information might be 
used 

Best fishing practices 

Regulations 

Carcass collection sites



Emailed Reports
Emailed reports to 
MyFishCount users.

Weekend 1, weekend 2, and 
overall reports distributed.

Information Reported 
○ Number of fishermen and reports 

through MyFishCount
○ Abandoned or completed trips 

○ Charter/head boat or recreational

○ Red snapper kept and discarded

○ Reason for release and treatment

○ Map of kept and discarded fish



MyFishCount Preliminary Results

Trip Status
Number of 

Trips Percent
Abandoned 197 77%
Completed 59 23%

o Over 250 registered users

o Total of 256 trips (completed & abandoned)

o Several abandoned trips due to weather



MyFishCount Compared to MRIP

Trips Intercepted Reporting Red Snapper Catch and Discards 

Program Time	Period Year NC SC GA FL SA Total 

MRIP Year	Round 2014 4 8 10 161 183

MFC
Two 3	Day	
Weekends 2017 4 17 9 21 51



Kept or Released and Reason for Release

Information not 
captured by 
current 
monitoring 
programs



MyFishCount Compared to SEDAR 41

• Represents 
individual fish, 
length and weight 
of fish reported by 
angler



Project Timeline

Nov 2017
Analyze 
MyFishCount data, 
modify portal.

Oct 2017
Developed 
MyFishCount electronic 
portal for 2017 red 
snapper season.

Jan 2018
Pilot Application with 
anglers.

April 2018
Modify Application 
based on the pilot.

Jun/Jul 2018
Permitting and reporting 
application available for 
upscale usage.

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug



Thank You!

South Atlantic Anglers

State Partners

Fishing Organizations

NGOs 

MyFishCount Team:

Mike Christopher 

Abhishek Mishra

Brett Fitzgerald



Questions?

More information or 
to get involved contact:

Chip Collier
Chip.collier@safmc.net
843-302-8444

Kelsey Dick
Kelsey.dick@safmc.net
843-725-7580








