
For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is 

proposed to be amended as follows: 

PART 600--MAGNUSON-STEVENS ACT PROVISIONS 

1. The authority citation for part 600 continues to read as 

follows: 

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 561 and 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

2. Revise § 622.411, paragraph (d) to read as follows: 

§  622.193   Annual catch limits (ACLs), annual catch targets 

(ACTs), and accountability measures (AMs). 

* * * * * 

  (d) Red grouper—(1) Commercial sector. (i) If commercial 

landings for red grouper, as estimated by the SRD, reach or are 

projected to reach the commercial ACL, specified in paragraph 

(d)(1)(iii) of this section, the AA will file a notification 

with the Office of the Federal Register to close the commercial 

sector for the remainder of the fishing year. On and after the 

effective date of such a notification, all sale or purchase of 

red grouper is prohibited and harvest or possession of red 

grouper in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the bag 

and possession limits. These bag and possession limits apply in 

the South Atlantic on board a vessel for which a valid Federal 

commercial or charter vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic 

snapper-grouper has been issued, without regard to where such 

species were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 



 (ii) If the commercial landings for red grouper, as 

estimated by the SRD, exceed the commercial ACL, specified in 

paragraph (d)(1)(iii) of this section, and the combined 

commercial and recreational ACL, specified in paragraph (d)(3) 

of this section, is exceeded during the same fishing year, and 

the species is overfished based on the most recent Status of 

U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA will file a 

notification with the Office of the Federal Register to reduce 

the commercial ACL in the following fishing year by the amount 

of the commercial ACL overage in the prior fishing year. 

 (iii) The commercial ACL for red grouper is 61,160 lb 

(27,742 kg), round weight, for 2018; 66,000 lb (29,937 kg), 

round weight, for 2019; and 71,280 lb (32,332 kg), round weight, 

for 2020 and subsequent fishing years. 

 (2) Recreational sector. (i) If recreational landings for 

red grouper, as estimated by the SRD, are projected to reach the 

recreational ACL, the AA will file a notification with the 

Office of the Federal Register to close the recreational sector 

for the remainder of the fishing year regardless if the stock is 

overfished, unless NMFS determines that no closure is necessary 

based on the best scientific information available. On and after 

the effective date of such a notification, the bag and 

possession limits for red grouper in or from the South Atlantic 

EEZ are zero.		The recreational ACL for red grouper is 77,840 lb 



(35,308 kg), round weight, for 2018; 84,000 lb (38,102 kg), 

round weight, for 2019; and 90,720 lb (41,150 kg), round weight, 

for 2020 and subsequent fishing years. 

 (ii) If recreational landings for red grouper, as estimated 

by the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL, specified in paragraph 

(d)(2)(i) of this section, then during the following fishing 

year recreational landings will be monitored for a persistence 

in increased landings, and if necessary, the AA will file a 

notification with the Office of the Federal Register to reduce 

the length of the recreational fishing season and the 

recreational ACL by the amount of the recreational ACL overage, 

if the species is overfished based on the most recent Status of 

U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, and if the combined 

commercial and recreational ACL, specified in paragraph (d)(3) 

of this section, is exceeded during the same fishing year. The 

AA will use the best scientific information available to 

determine if reducing the length of the recreational season and 

recreational ACL is necessary. When the recreational sector is 

closed as a result of NMFS reducing the length of the 

recreational fishing season and ACL, the bag and possession 

limits for red grouper in or from the South Atlantic EEZ are 

zero. 

 (3) The combined commercial and recreational ACL for red 

grouper is 139,000 lb (63,049 kg), round weight, for 2018; 



150,000 lb (68,039 kg), round weight, for 2019; and 162,000 lb 

(73,482 kg), round weight, for 2020 and subsequent fishing 

years. 

* * * * * 

 


