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Reply:

South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator, USFWS, Raleigh, NC

Subject:
Update on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Activities 

To:


South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Members and Staff

Colleagues:

The following are significant items of interest within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service during the first calendar year quarter which may be of interest.  If you have questions, please contact me, or the indicated FWS contact.

Loss of FWS Director Sam Hamilton:  FWS Director Sam Hamilton died suddenly from a heart attack on Saturday, February 20, while skiing in Keystone, Colorado, with colleagues.  Sam leaves behind his wife Becky, sons Sam and Clay, and six-year old grandson Davis.  Sam was a 30-year career employee who began his career as a Youth Conservation Corps worker on a National Wildlife Refuge in Mississippi.  He will be greatly missed.  The family has asked that any condolences be sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Regional Office, 1875 Century Boulevard, NE Suite 400, Atlanta, Georgia 30345.  Donations in lieu of flowers can be sent to:  

Lawrenceville First United Methodist Church (the Gibson Wing)

395 West Crogan Street

Lawrenceville, Georgia 30045

In addition, the family also suggests donations to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  Donations can be made either by check or online.  Please note that your donation is being made in Sam’s name.  Donations online go to:  www.NFWF.org.  Checks should be sent to:  1133 15th St., NW, Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20005.  The funds will be held in a single account until NFWF has worked with the family on how they should be used.

For more information contact:  Cynthia Dohner, Regional Director, Southeast Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Atlanta, GA.  Cynthia_Dohner@fws.gov, 404-679-4000.

2010 Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise:  The twenty-third annual Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise (Cruise) was conducted during February 18-25 off the coasts of North Carolina and Virginia, within waters under the jurisdiction of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) and South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC).  Thirteen scientists and nine crew staffed the Research Vessel Cape Hatteras, operated jointly for the National Science Foundation by Duke University Marine Laboratory and the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill’s Institute for Marine Sciences.  Funding for the vessel was provided by the National Marine Fisheries Service.  Significant additional in-kind contributions were provided by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission; Delaware State University; East Carolina University; Maryland Department of Natural Resources-Fisheries Service; North Carolina State University; North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Maryland Fishery Resources Office, Raleigh, NC, Ecological Services Field Office, South Atlantic Fisheries Coordination Office, and Southeast Regional Office; and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission.  This latest-ever Cruise was the first in which all the catch was documented.  Over 11,700 spiny dogfish were processed (measured, counted, gender determined, and/or sacrificed (N = 250) for food habits and reproductive staging); one Atlantic sturgeon was captured and implanted with an acoustic tag; and 571 striped bass tagged and released.  Numerous alosines (alewife, American shad, blueback herring and hickory shad) were captured and retained for later analysis at East Carolina University.  Numbers of striped bass and sturgeon captured and tagged were below the long-term average, but the striped bass numbers were up over last year’s lowest-ever total of 146.  Multiple whales were observed this year, including fin and humpbacks.  The first-ever cod was captured.  A summary report is under preparation, as is a 23-year summary report for the entire time series.  For more information contact:  Wilson Laney, South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Raleigh, NC:  Wilson_Laney@fws.gov, 919-515-5019.

Goose Creek Dam Eel Pass:  The USFWS anticipates funding an eel pass project at Goose Creek Dam (in SC) through National Fish Habitat Action Plan (NFHAP) funding under the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership.  The NFHAP Board is meeting this month.  This is a joint project with the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, USFWS, NMFS, and Charleston Water Authority with the current plan of implementing an eelway similar to that at the Roanoke Rapids Dam.  For more information, contact:  Tripp Boltin, Wadmalaw Island Fisheries Resources Office, Wadmalaw Island, SC.  Walter_Boltin@fws.gov, 843-559-2315.

Roanoke Rapids Dam Eelway:  Eelways are under construction at the Roanoke Rapids Dam, which is owned and operated by Dominion Generation.  The south eelway is complete, and the north eelway will be completed soon.  Operations are anticipated to begin later this year.  Elver transport above the dam was initiated in 2009, and sampling is being conducted to assess the dispersion and growth.  Elvers are being released into Deep Creek, a tributary to Roanoke Rapids Reservoir.  For more information contact:  Bob Graham, Senior Fishery Biologist, Dominion Generation, Richmond, VA.  Bob.Graham@dom.com, 804-271-5377.

National Fish Habitat Action Plan (NFHAP) Projects:  Applicants are encouraged to submit on-the-ground habitat improvement/protection/enhancement projects through the Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership (SARP) or Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership (ACFHP) for potential funding under NFHAP.  The USFWS has funded several oyster-related projects along the east coast and a marine nursery habitat improvement project (SC) under SARP.  If there are some nearshore/estuarine nursery habitat projects that could be implemented for species under the SAFMC management, we encourage submitting them for potential funding.  The call for proposals for FY 2011 will be sometime in August/September.  For further information, contact:  Tripp Boltin, Wadmalaw Island Fisheries Resources Office, Wadmalaw Island, SC.  Walter_Boltin@fws.gov, 843-559-2315.

South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative (SALCC):  One of eight Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) being established in the US this year will cover much of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s jurisdiction and adjacent terrestrial South Atlantic Coastal Plain and Southern Piedmont.  LCCs are applied conservation science partnerships focused on a defined geographic area that inform on-the-ground strategic conservation efforts at landscape scales. LCC partners include U.S. Department of the Interior agencies, other federal agencies, states, tribes, non-governmental organizations, universities and others.  The Coordinator position for the SALCC was recently advertised by the USFWS and should be on board soon.  The position duty station will be located in Raleigh, North Carolina.  Planning is underway for a workshop to be held with USFWS Project Leaders, and invited partners, in Charleston, SC, during April.  South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Executive Director Robert Mahood has appointed Roger Pugliese, Senior Fishery Biologist, as the Council’s representative on the SALCC Interagency Scoping Team.  For more information, contact:  Pete Campbell, Interim SALCC Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southern Pines, NC.  Pete_Campbell@fws.gov, 910-695-3323.
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