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Reply:

South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator, USFWS, Raleigh, NC
Subject:
Update on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Activities 

To:


South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Members and Staff

Colleagues:

The following are items of interest undertaken by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service or FWS) and partners during the first and second calendar year quarters which may be of interest.  If you have questions, please contact the noted individual(s).
Gulf of Mexico Oil Disaster Response
Service employees in the Southeast Region, as well as volunteers from other Regions, are heavily involved in the response to the disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Service has sent more than 370 personnel into the Gulf to respond to the oil bleeding from the ruptured well.  We are preparing for impacts to 35 National Wildlife Refuges on the coasts of LA, MS, AL and FL.  We are conducting aerial and ground surveys to assess the damage, and to recover oiled and injured wildlife to be cleaned, healed and released.  To date, over 1,045 visibly oiled birds have been collected since April 30.  The Service web site (http://www.fws.gov) has posted five fact sheets which include among others, The Effects of Oil on Wildlife and Habitat.  For more information see:  http://www.fws.gov/home/dhoilspill/index.html
Contact:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region Director, Atlanta, GA:  Cynthia_Dohner@fws.gov, telephone 404-679-4000.  

South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative
Members of the Council were previously briefed on the FWS Strategic Habitat Conservation (SHC) approach for landscape and fish and wildlife population conservation (see http://training.fws.gov/EC/resources/SHC/shc_finalrpt.pdf).  As a component of the FWS climate change strategy, the Service further developed a proposal to establish Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) across the nation to provide scientific and technical support for conservation at landscape scales, defined in this case as the entire range of a species, or group of species (e.g., the south Atlantic snapper-grouper complex).  For more information, see http://www.fws.gov/science/shc/lcc.html  The SALCC will cover portions of the Piedmont and Coastal Plain, from southeastern Virginia through northern Florida, extending to the Gulf of Mexico via the Suwannee and Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint river basins.  The Service is pleased to announce that Ken McDermond, former Deputy Director of the California-Nevada Region, has been selected to serve as the SALCC Coordinator (see: http://www.fws.gov/southeast/LCC/SouthAtlantic/).  Ken will be based in Raleigh, NC, co-located with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission on Centennial Campus at North Carolina State University.  Until Ken reports for duty on July 6, Laurel Barnhill of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources will serve as Interim Coordinator.     

Contact:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Coordinator, Ken McDermond, Kenneth_McDermond@fws.gov, 916 414-6484; or Laurel Barnhill, Interim SALCC Coordinator, South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, Columbia, SC, phone  803-734-3966, BarnhillL@dnr.sc.gov
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Climate Change Strategic Plan     
In November, 2009, the Service released a draft Strategic Plan for Climate Change and an accompanying Action Plan for Climate Change.  Both plans can be accessed at the following web site:  http://www.fws.gov/home/climatechange/strategic_plan.html.  The plans lay the foundation for the agency’s role in the Department of the Interior’s national efforts to conserve fish and wildlife resources in a rapidly changing climate.  The Action Plan details the specific actions the Service will take during the next five years to implement the Strategic Plan.  Actions proposed by the Southeast Region are further detailed on the Regional climate change site:  http://www.fws.gov/southeast/climate/.  

Contact:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, Regional Science Coordinator, Dr. Robert Ford:  Robert_Ford@fws.gov, telephone:  901-327-3395.   
Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise (Cruise) is an outstanding example of a highly successful state-federal science partnership which has persisted for 23 years (1988-2010, inclusive).  The Cruise began in 1988 as a component of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s migratory striped bass management plan, as part of the coastwide migratory striped bass tagging program ( for more information on the striped bass tagging program see:  http://www.fws.gov/northeast/marylandfisheries/projects/Striped%20Bass.html).  While the Cruise was designed to tag striped bass on their wintering grounds off NC and VA, from the beginning Atlantic sturgeon were also tagged.  During the first 22 years, the Cruise has tagged 43,558 striped bass, and 251Atlantic sturgeon, and other species (horseshoe crabs, red drum, spiny dogfish, summer flounder and thresher shark) have been tagged, as well as documented and sampled for aging structures (skates, alosines, scianids).  The tag return rate for migratory striped bass (those over 28 inches total length) has been 19 percent, with an overall rate of return (all fish tagged regardless of size) of 17 percent.  The data provided by the Cruise are used in the management of Atlantic sturgeon, striped bass, spiny dogfish, and other species by the National Marine Fisheries Service, by Fishery Management Councils, by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and by state co-managers.  The Cruises have also supported a number of graduate student theses.  
2010 Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise Results
The National Marine Fisheries Service provided funding to secure the R/V Cape Hatteras again in 2010 to conduct the 23rd annual Cruise.  The Cruise was conducted from February 18-25, off the NC and VA Outer Banks.  Principal Cruise partners were the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, Maryland Department of Natural Resources-Fisheries Service, National Marine Fisheries Service and NOAA’s  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Virginia Marine Resources Commission.  This year the Cruise collected data on all species captured in the otter trawl.  A total of 569 striped bass were tagged and released.  One American Littoral Society-tagged fish was captured.  A total of 11,371 spiny dogfish were captured and processed.  One Atlantic sturgeon was captured, tagged with a sonic tag, and released.  Cruise data are currently being processed and a comprehensive, 23-year summary report is being prepared for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.  Of the 13 Atlantic sturgeon released with acoustic tag implants during the 2009 Cruise, 12 have been detected in various receiver arrays along the US east coast. 
Contact:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator, Dr. Wilson Laney:  Wilson_Laney@fws.gov, telephone:  919-515-5019.
Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership
In October, 2010, the National Fish Habitat Board formally approved the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership (ACFHP) as one of the newest Fish Habitat Partnerships (FHPs).  For more information on the National Fish Habitat Action Plan and other existing FHPs, see the NFHAP web site at:  http://fishhabitat.org/.  The geographic extent of the ACFHP stretches from Maine to the Florida Keys, including all or part of 16 States. It covers 476,357 square miles, including land areas inland to the headwaters of coastal rivers, and ocean areas outward to the continental slope. The ACFHP plans to work throughout the region, but will focus on estuarine environments and place less emphasis on coastal headwaters and offshore marine ecosystems.  The ACFHP recently completed a species-habitat matrix which addresses the habitat relationships of all life stages of approximately 150 coastal fish species, by region (New England, Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, and South Florida).  Both the Service and the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council are signatories to the ACFHP Memorandum of Understanding.
The ACFHP recently established its new web site:  http://www.atlanticfishhabitat.org/, and has funded its first two projects, the Alewife Brook / Scoy Pond and Saudinger’s Pond Alewife Access and Habitat Enhancement, NY, and the Goose Creek Dam Eel Passage Restoration Project, SC.  The projects, funded for $30,000 and $40,000 respectively, are being conducted in partnership with the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.    

Contact:  Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership, Coordinator, Emily Greene:  EGreene@asmfc.org, telephone:  202-289-6400.
Shortnose Sturgeon Status Review  
The FWS South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator continues to serve on the Shortnose Sturgeon Status Review Team.  The draft of the Status Review and Biological Opinion is currently being finalized by the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast and Southeast Regions, after having undergone legal review.  The team will hold what hopefully will be its final conference call on June 18, after which the document should be released later this summer or in early fall.  
Contacts:  Dr. Stephania Bolden, Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office, St. Petersburg, FL:  Stephania.Bolden@noaa.gov, telephone:  727-824-5312; or Jessican Pruden, Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Regional Office, Gloucester, MA:  Jessica.Pruden@noaa.gov, telephone:  978-282-8482.   

Roanoke Rapids Dam Eelways
Eelways were constructed on the Roanoke Rapids Dam during 2009, and became operational on March 1, 2010 (South Eelway) and April 5, 2010 (North Eelway).  As of May 31, an estimated (see below) 278,546 American eels had been captured during 2010 in the north and south eelways, and tailrace eel trap.  The numbers of eels far exceeded the design capacity of the eelway and required design changes to increase the size of the holding tank, and increase water flow through the tank.  The south eelway has accounted for 89% of all eels captured.  All viable eels (89% of the estimated total) have been transported to Roanoke Rapids Lake or Deep Creek for release.  No mortalities have occurred since moving to 12-hour holding tank checks on April 22.  Through the first half of May, sustained runs of eels on the order of about 2,000 - 9,000 per day occurred.  Since May 12, when water temperatures first reached 25o C, fewer than 50 eels/day have made use of the eelways.  Work on fitting a new holding tank for the south eelway was completed on June 7th.
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Number of American eels passed at Roanoke Rapids Dam in relation to water temperature during May, 2010.

EelsWater T


Contact:  Bob Graham, Environmental Biology, Richmond, VA:  bob.graham@dom.com
Telephone:  (O) 804 271-5377; (C) 804 350-7047.  
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