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Reply:

South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator, USFWS, Raleigh, NC
Subject:
Update on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Partner Activities 

To:


South Atlantic Fishery Management Council Members and Staff

Colleagues:

The following are items and/or updates of interest undertaken by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service or FWS) and partners during the last calendar year (2010) which may be of interest.  If you have questions, please contact the noted individual(s).  Thanks to all of the FWS field and Regional Office staff, and partners, who contributed information for this report.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:  Significant Staff Changes
Deputy Director Dan Ashe has been nominated by President Obama to be the next Director of the Service.  Dan has been a senior manager holding various positions within the Service for the past 15 years.  Prior to that he served from 1982-1995 as staff to the U.S. House of Representatives former Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee.  For more information see:  http://www.doi.gov/news/pressreleases/Salazar-Applauds-Presidents-Nomination-of-Dan-Ashe-to-be-Director-of-the-US-Fish-and-Wildlife-Service.cfm
David Viker, an 18-year Service veteran, has been selected to serve as the Chief of National Wildlife Refuges in the FWS Southeast Region.  David was previously Chief of Migratory Birds for the SE Region, and prior to that served for 13 years in five different National Wildlife Refuge complexes in FWS.  For more information see:  http://www.fws.gov/southeast/news/2010/r10-091.html
Albemarle Pamlico National Estuary Program Ecosystem Based Management Transition

The Albemarle Pamlico National Estuary Program (APNEP) has initiated transition from a traditional management approach to an Ecosystem Based Management (EBM) approach.  The Policy Board approved the transition in late 2009.  The Science and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) has focused several of its quarterly meetings on EBM.  An EBM Transition Team was formed to lead the process.  Members of the team include several FWS staff from the Ecological Services and Fisheries programs; APNEP staff; Policy Board and Citizens Advisory Committee members; and staff from the Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences who are also on the STAC and Policy Board.  The team is being advised by Dr. Carl Herschner of VIMS, an acknowledged expert on EBM.

Contact(s):  Director, Albemarle Pamlico National Estuary Program, NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Raleigh, NC:  Bill Crowell:  Bill.Crowell@ncdenr.gov: telephone:  919-715-1327; Program Scientist, APNEP, NCDENR, Raleigh, NC:  Dr. Dean Carpenter:  Dean.Carpenter@ncdenr.gov:  telephone:  919-715-7735.  Also see the web site:
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/apnep/home
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge Sea Level Rise Adaptation Project

 The FWS and The Nature Conservancy (TNC) have teamed to begin experiments to test some ways to help sensitive ecosystems and the wildlife that depend on them adapt to this changing world (http://www.fws.gov/alligatorriver/news/2010%20News/news-SeaLevelRise.html).  Projections predicting that a vast majority of the acreage comprising Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge may be under water in the next 100-150 years made this refuge a prime candidate for study. TNC and the Refuge jointly planned a project to move forward and actually try several management actions in an effort to “buy some time” for wildlife and their habitats to adapt to the rapidly changing environments.  The first phase of the project involved experimental plantings of native tree species that show some resistance to salt water compared to pocosin vegetation. Bald cypress, black gum, and pond pine were planted over about 40 acres adjacent to Point Peter Road in March.  Oyster reefs will be constructed near shore to dissipate wave energy on the shoreline. These oyster reefs are expected to slow erosion of the shoreline, improve estuarine water quality, provide near-shore aquatic habitat for numerous fishes, and sequester carbon.  Another phase of the project is to place water control structures in strategic locations to prevent the jetting of salt water up the canals and into these freshwater systems.  For more information:  http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/northcarolina/   
Contact(s):  Refuge Biologist, Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, Manteo, NC:  Dennis Stewart:  Dennis_Stewart@fws.gov:  telephone:  252-4473-1131; Refuge Manager, ARNWR, Manteo, NC:  Mike Bryant:  Mike_Bryant@fws.gov:  telephone:  252-473-1131, ext. 22; The Nature Conservancy:  Brian Boutin:  BBoutin@tnc.org:  telephone:  252-441-2525.    
American Eel Listing Petition

The Service received a petition dated April 30, 2010, to list the American eel.  The petitioner is the Council for Endangered Species Act Reliability (CESAR).  We received a Notice of Intent to Sue, dated September 7, 2010, from CESAR for failure to issue a 90-day finding on the petition.  Due to the backlog of listing actions, the Service has not yet allocated funding for preparation of a 90-day funding on the eel petition.  On February 2, 2007, the Service issued a negative 12-month finding on a previous petition to list the eel.

Contact:  Chief, Division of Endangered Species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 300 Westgate Center Dr., Hadley, MA 01035:   Martin Miller:  Martin_Miller@fws.gov:  telephone:   413-253-8615.
Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchie National Wildlife Refuge Exotic Fish Survey

Throughout the months of July and August, 2010, an exotic fish survey was conducted to determine if the invasive snakehead (Channa spp.) was present in the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge.  These surveys were conducted with the help of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Refuge staff and volunteers; Dr. John Galvez with the FWS South Florida Fisheries Resource Office; the FWS Youth Conservation Corp; and students from Florida International University and Florida Atlantic University.  Electrofishing was used to survey fish at eight different sites located around the Refuge.  These data will be used to establish fish abundance, density, and species composition.    Fish species caught included bowfin, largemouth bass, Florida gar, and various sunfish.  Fortunately, the snakehead was not among them.   However, there were other invasive species caught including blue tilapia and sailfin catfish.

Contacts:  Coordinator, South Florida Fisheries Resource Office, Vero Beach, FL:  John Galvez:  John_Galvez@fws.gov:  telephone:  772-562-3909; and Deputy Project Leader, A.R.M. Loxahatchee NWR, FL:   Rolf E. Olson:  Rolf_Olson@fws.gov:  telephone:  561-735-6022.
Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership Update

In October, 2009, the National Fish Habitat Board formally approved the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership (ACFHP) as a Fish Habitat Partnership (FHP).  For more information on the National Fish Habitat Action Plan and other existing FHPs, see the NFHAP web site at:  http://fishhabitat.org/.  The geographic extent of the ACFHP stretches from Maine to the Florida Keys, including all or part of 16 States. It covers 476,357 square miles, including land areas inland to the headwaters of coastal rivers, and ocean areas outward to the continental slope. The ACFHP is working throughout the region, with a focus on estuarine environments and lesser emphasis on coastal headwaters and offshore marine ecosystems.  The ACFHP completed a species-habitat matrix which addresses the habitat relationships of all life stages of approximately 150 coastal fish species, by region (New England, Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic, and South Florida).  Both the Service and the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council are signatories to the ACFHP Memorandum of Understanding.

The ACFHP established a web site:  http://www.atlanticfishhabitat.org/, and funded its first two projects, the Alewife Brook / Scoy Pond and Saudinger’s Pond Alewife Access and Habitat Enhancement, NY, and the Goose Creek Dam Eel Passage Restoration Project, SC.  The projects, funded for $30,000 and $40,000 respectively, are being conducted in partnership with the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.  ACFHP staff and Steering Committee members are currently working to finalize the ACFHP Strategic Plan.
In conjunction with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s annual meeting, ACFHP held its first annual meeting, in Charleston, SC.        

Contact:  Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership, Coordinator, Washington, D.C.:  Emily Greene:  EGreene@asmfc.org:  telephone:  202-289-6400.

Atlantic Sturgeon Survey, Roanoke River and Albemarle Sound, NC

On September 28, 2010, biologists from Commonwealth Environmental (consultant to Dominion Generation), the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Division of Marine Fisheries, NC Wildlife Resources Commission-Division of Inland Fisheries, North Carolina State University-Department of Biology, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-South Atlantic Fisheries Coordination Office, and U.S. Geological Survey-North Carolina Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, successfully captured and acoustically tagged three mature Atlantic sturgeon at Weldon, NC.  Two of the fish were running ripe males.  The fish have since departed the river, based on detections at receivers strategically placed in the river.   
Contacts:  North Carolina Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, U.S. Geological Survey, Assistant Unit Leader-Fisheries, Dr. Joseph Hightower, Raleigh, NC:  JHightower@ncsu.edu, telephone:  919-515-8836; North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Division of Marine Fisheries, Atlantic Sturgeon Lead Biologist, Michael Loeffler, Elizabeth City, NC:  Michael.Loeffler@ncdenr.gov:  telephone:  252-264-3911; North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, Division of Inland Fisheries, Diadromous Fish Coordinator, Kinston, NC:  Bennett Wynne:  Bennett.Wynne@ncwildlife.org:  telephone:  252-522-9736.
Center for Biological Diversity Listing Petition
The Center and six other organizations filed a petition with the Service on April 20, 2010, asking for Endangered Species Act protection for 404 aquatic species.  The 1,145-page petition seeks listing for 48 fish, 92 freshwater mussels and snails, 92 crustaceans, 82 plants, 13 reptiles, 4 mammals, 15 amphibians, 55 insects and 3 birds.  Noah Greenwald, Endangered Species Program Director for the Center, said that “Dams, pollution, growing demand for water, and uncertainty about future water availability with global climate change mean these 404 species need Endangered Species Act protection to have any chance at survival.”  The Service has assembled several teams of experts to assist in reviewing the petition.  Of the species on the list, many of them occur in NC, SC, GA and FL waters.  For more information, see:
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2010/southeast_petition-04-20-2010.html
Contact:  Ecological Services Division, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Regional Office, Atlanta, GA:  Janet Mitzi:  Janet_Mizzi@fws.gov:  telephone:  404 679-7169.
Climate Change Strategic Plan     
In November, 2009, the Service released a draft Strategic Plan for Climate Change and an accompanying Action Plan for Climate Change.  Both plans can be accessed at the following web site:  http://www.fws.gov/home/climatechange/strategic_plan.html.  The plans lay the foundation for the agency’s role in the Department of the Interior’s national efforts to conserve fish and wildlife resources in a rapidly changing climate.  The Action Plan details the specific actions the Service will take during the next five years to implement the Strategic Plan.  Actions proposed by the Southeast Region are further detailed on the Regional climate change site:  http://www.fws.gov/southeast/climate/.  

Contact:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, Regional Science Coordinator, Dr. Robert Ford:  Robert_Ford@fws.gov, telephone:  901-327-3395.   
Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise (Cruise) is an outstanding example of a highly successful state-federal science partnership which has persisted for 23 years (1988-2010, inclusive).  The Cruise began in 1988 as a component of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s migratory striped bass management plan, as part of the coastwide migratory striped bass tagging program ( for more information on the striped bass tagging program see:  http://www.fws.gov/northeast/marylandfisheries/projects/Striped%20Bass.html).  While the Cruise was designed to tag striped bass on their wintering grounds off NC and VA, from the beginning Atlantic sturgeon were also tagged.  During the first 23 years, the Cruise has tagged 44,125 striped bass and 252Atlantic sturgeon.  Other species (horseshoe crabs, red drum, spiny dogfish, summer flounder and thresher shark) have been tagged, as well as documented and sampled for aging structures (skates, alosines, scianids).  The tag return rate for migratory striped bass (those over 28 inches total length) has been 19 percent, with an overall rate of return (all fish tagged regardless of size) of 17 percent.  The data provided by the Cruise are used in the management of Atlantic sturgeon, striped bass, spiny dogfish, and other species by the National Marine Fisheries Service, by Fishery Management Councils, by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and by state co-managers.  The Cruises have also supported a number of graduate student theses at partnering institutions (Acadia University, Delaware State University, East Carolina University, North Carolina State University, and University of Massachusetts-Amherst)..  
Cooperative Winter Tagging Cruise 2010 Results Update
The National Marine Fisheries Service provided funding to secure the R/V Cape Hatteras again in 2010 to conduct the 23rd annual Cruise.  The Cruise was conducted from February 18-25, off the NC and VA Outer Banks.  Principal Cruise partners were the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, Maryland Department of Natural Resources-Fisheries Service, National Marine Fisheries Service and NOAA’s  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Virginia Marine Resources Commission.  This year the Cruise collected data on all species captured in the otter trawl.  A total of 567 striped bass were tagged and released.  One American Littoral Society-tagged fish was captured.  A total of 11,371 spiny dogfish were captured and processed.  One Atlantic sturgeon was captured, tagged with a sonic tag, and released.  Cruise data are currently being processed and a comprehensive, 23-year summary report is being prepared for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.  Of the 14 Atlantic sturgeon released with acoustic tag implants during the 2009 and 2010 Cruises, all 14 have been detected in various receiver arrays along the US east coast.  Of the 50 spiny dogfish acoustically tagged during the 2009 Cruise, 13 were detected during the present season by a receiver array at Cape Cod (Jennifer Cudney-Burch, East Carolina University, personal communication and unpublished data).  Of the 567 striped bass tagged during the 2010, approximately half required venting prior to release.  Through October, 2010, 22 recaptures had been reported, of which 17 were vented fish, and 5 unvented.  Preliminary planning is underway for the 2011 (24th annual) Cruise, with three options presently being considered, due to the uncertainty of funding for chartering a research vessel. 
Contact:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator, Raleigh, NC:  Dr. Wilson Laney:  Wilson_Laney@fws.gov, telephone:  919-515-5019.
Mississippi Canyon 252 Oil Discharge Response Update

Service employees in the Southeast Region, as well as volunteers from other Regions, continue involvement in the response to the disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Service presently has 59 personnel in the Gulf region to respond to the oil which gushed from the ruptured well, as well as several other “spills within the spill”.  Impacts to affected National Wildlife Refuges on the coasts of LA, MS, AL and FL have been or are being addressed.  Aerial and ground surveys were conducted to assess the damage, and to recover oiled and injured wildlife to be cleaned, healed and released.  A total of 278 sea turtle nests were relocated from Gulf beaches to the Florida east coast and 14,676 hatchlings released.  The Service web site (http://www.fws.gov) has posted five fact sheets which include among others, The Effects of Oil on Wildlife and Habitat.  For more information see:  http://www.fws.gov/home/dhoilspill/index.html
Contact:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region, Regional Director, Atlanta, GA:  Cynthia Dohner:  Cynthia_Dohner@fws.gov:  telephone 404-679-4000.
Roanoke Rapids Dam, Roanoke River, NC, Eelways Update
Eelways were constructed on the Roanoke Rapids Dam during 2009, and became operational on March 1, 2010 (South Eelway) and April 5, 2010 (North Eelway).  The numbers of eels captured in the facilities far exceeded the design capacity of the eelway and required design changes to increase the size of the holding tank, and increase water flow through the tank.  The south eelway, through August, 2010, accounted for 89% of all eels captured.  All viable eels (89% of the estimated total) have been transported to Roanoke Rapids Lake or its Deep Creek tributary for release.  No mortalities have occurred since moving to 12-hour holding tank checks on April 22.  Through the first half of May, sustained runs of eels on the order of about 2,000 - 9,000 per day occurred.  Since May 12, when water temperatures first reached 25o C, fewer than 50 eels per day made use of the eelways.  Work on fitting a new holding tank for the south eelway was completed on June 7th.  Eel captures peaked again in November, and Dominion continued to operate the facility until recently when water temperatures dropped significantly and numbers were reduced to single-digit catches.  
Contact:  Bob Graham, Environmental Biology, Richmond, VA:  bob.graham@dom.com
Telephone:  (O) 804 271-5377; (C) 804 350-7047.
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Roanoke River National Wildlife Refuge, New Low Water Crossings

During the summer of 2010 the Refuge contracted work out to remove culverts and fill from portions of a refuge road that traverses swamp habitat and constructed low water crossings.  The result is the portion of reconstructed road that bisected the swamp is now approximately 8 inches above the elevation of the swamp versus the previous 3 feet.  These low water crossings were constructed in four locations, all affecting the same swamp.  The benefit to fisheries is that a barrier was removed, allowing river herring and other floodplain users to access an additional 300 acres of floodplain habitat during their spring spawning runs.  The Refuge inherited the road which was built by a timber company that was exempt from any wetland regulations.
Contact:  Refuge Biologist, Roanoke River National Wildlife Refuge, 114 W. Water Street, Windsor, NC 27983:  Jean Richter:  Jean_Richter@fws.gov:  telephone:  252-794-3808, ext. 101.
Shortnose Sturgeon Status Review Update  
The FWS South Atlantic Fisheries Coordinator continues to serve on the Shortnose Sturgeon Status Review Team.  The draft of the Status Review and Biological Opinion is being finalized by the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast and Southeast Regions, after having undergone legal review.  The team held a conference call on June 18, and the document should be released in early fall.  

Contacts:  Dr. Stephania Bolden, Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office, St. Petersburg, FL:  Stephania.Bolden@noaa.gov, telephone:  727-824-5312; or Jessica Pruden, Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Regional Office, Gloucester, MA:  Jessica.Pruden@noaa.gov, telephone:  978-282-8482.
Smalltooth Sawfish Update

This past summer University of Central Florida researchers netted a smalltooth sawfish in the Indian River Lagoon within the Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge boundary (photos of the 16-foot fish were previously provided to Council members and staff).  Currently, graduate students from the University of Florida-Florida Museum of Natural History have a Special Use Permit with the Refuge to conduct sawfish surveys and research.
Contact:  Kristen Kneifl, Biologist, Pelican Island/ Archie Carr/ Lake Wales Ridge NWRs,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1339 20th St., Vero Beach, FL 32960:  Kristen_Kneifl@fws.gov; telephone:  772- 216-1420.

South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative (SALCC) Update
Members of the Council were previously briefed on the FWS Strategic Habitat Conservation (SHC) approach for landscape and fish and wildlife population conservation (see http://training.fws.gov/EC/resources/SHC/shc_finalrpt.pdf).  As a component of the FWS climate change strategy, the Service further developed a proposal to establish Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs) across the nation to provide scientific and technical support for conservation at landscape scales, defined in this case as the entire range of a species, or group of species (e.g., the south Atlantic snapper-grouper complex).  For more information, see http://www.fws.gov/science/shc/lcc.html  The SALCC covers portions of the Piedmont and Coastal Plain, from southeastern Virginia through northern Florida, extending to the Gulf of Mexico via the Suwannee and Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint river basins.  Kenneth McDermond is serving as the SALCC Coordinator and is based in Raleigh, NC.   

(see:  http://www.fws.gov/southeast/LCC/SouthAtlantic/).  He is co-located with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission on Centennial Campus at North Carolina State University.  Dr. Rua Mordecai has been hired as the SALCC Science Coordinator and is also stationed in the NCWRC building on Centennial Campus.  The SALCC has a new website:

http://southatlanticlcc.ning.com
Contacts:  US Fish and Wildlife Service, South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative Coordinator, Raleigh, NC: Ken McDermond:  Kenneth_McDermond@fws.gov:  telephone:  919-707-0121; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative Science Coordinator, Dr. Rua Mordecai, Rua_Mordecai@fws.gov.  
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