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Need for Requirements
– Harvest has been increasing
– Tilefish fishery occurs offshore, typically in waters 50-

100 miles (80-160 kilometers) from shore
– Few anglers partake, low intercept rate (MRIP)
– eVTR: Gather rec. tilefish catch and effort data not 

captured through dockside interviews/angler phone 
surveys

– Blueline tilefish stock assessment is based on a data 
limited approach



Requirements
 Who

– Rec. vessel intending to fish for blueline or golden 
tilefish north of the NC/VA border

– Also applies to for-hire vessels that take private rec 
fishing trips

 What
– Required to obtain federal private rec. tilefish vessel 

permit before taking a trip, electronically report trips
– Retained fish may only be kept for personal 

consumption
– No fees for permit or reporting app



Requirements
 Reporting fields required (any rec trip when tilefish are 

targeted or retained):
– Vessel name, USCG #, permit #
– Date/time sailed, date/time landed
– Trip type, # of anglers, target species
– Gear fished, quantity and size of gear, 
– Fishing time, depth, chart area, lat/lon where fishing 

occurred
– Count of tilefish landed/discarded
– Port and state landed



Requirements
 When

– Beginning August 17, 2020
– Report trips within 24 hours of returning to port

 How
– Approved electronic vessel trip reporting system
– eFin Logbook: mobile app designed by anglers

 Currently only for rec tilefish reporting
– NOAA Fish Online

 Can satisfy GARFO eVTR requirements for rec tilefish, 
as well as commercial/for-hire trips



eFin Logbook Mobile App



Implementation
 Training

– April 28, 2020: Webinar/demo, recording available
– FAQs/outreach materials on webpage
– Port Agents
– Rack Card

 Requirements went live in August 2020 ( under 3 months 
left of season)
– Season runs May 1st - October 31st

 2020: ~340 permits, 8 recreational trips, 84 fish
 2021: opened 5/1, notice of Tuna closure 5/4, detailed 

report anticipated at Oct. MAFMC meeting







Next Steps
 Tilefish Permitting/Reporting Review at Oct. Council 

Meeting
– # permits issued
– Catch and landings
– Effort
– Reporting 
– Outreach

 Review can inform compliance
– Some stakeholders concerned/frustrated with required 

reporting
– Potential need for increase outreach efforts 
– App expansion, increase the value to user



Thank You!
kcoutre@mafmc.org
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